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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
On Saturday, 13th May, the Society was greatly honoured to be able to welcome aboard
COMRADE Mr Frank G G Carr. After retiring from the Directorship of the National Maritime
Museum and having during his period of office been involved in a multiplicity of projects in
the fields of nautical history and maritime preservation, particularly the CUTTY SARK project
with which his name will always be connected, it might have been thought that Mr Carr
would be enjoying a well-earned rest from his labours. Instead he has worked tirelessly for
the rescue and preservation of our maritime heritage, both in Britain and abroad. He has
always been a good friend of this Society, and many will remember the rousing and
inspiring talk, which he gave on 30th March 1973 at the Ferens Art Gallery that launched our
Keel Purchase Fund.
Mr Carr has now launched a new project, the World Ship Trust. The object of this
international organisation is to provide a rescue service for historic ships rather as the
World Wildlife Fund has done for threatened species. It would maintain a central register of
significant vessels, and where necessary step in at short notice to save craft from the
scrapyard whilst their future was determined and permanent arrangements made for their
conservation. Whilst it might not be able itself to restore vessels, it would be able to offer
advice on conservation techniques and administrative questions, and to prime the financial
pump where necessary.
To provide initial finance whilst the Trust‟s legal and charitable status are established, a
World Ship Trust Action Group has been set up with Mr Carr as its Chairman. Funds are
currently needed to meet legal and other costs and the Group would be glad to receive
donations, however small, to help with its work. The Hon. Treasurer is Philip S Green MBE,
9 St Clare Street, Penzance, TR18 2PB. Please help the Trust if you can.
Wine and Cheese Evening
Details are enclosed of the forthcoming Wine and Cheese Party aboard COMRADE. This
promises to be a very pleasant occasion. Don‟t miss it: write off for your ticket NOW! …and
have you thought of hiring COMRADE for your own party?
Dancing on the Ancholme
Members may not be aware of the highly successful discos, which have been organised
regularly during the last twelve months aboard AMY HOWSON by Cyril Harrison, with help
from members of his family. Most have been held at South Ferriby, but the latest was held
at Torksey on the way to the Lincoln Water Festival. Apart from giving a great deal of
pleasure, the discos have brought in very valuable funds. If you would like to attend one,
details can be had from any member of the Sloop Committee.
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New Sales Material
The Society has recently produced four new post cards. Of a higher standard than those
previously offered, they show COMRADE under sail, the Keel ST AUDREY, the Sloop BEE (a
new view) and the Sloop BROOMFLEET. We have also produced a range of three attractive
colour reproductions, about postcard size, block mounted for hanging as pictures. They
show Keels in the Brayford Pool, Lincoln, a ballast Sloop off Hull Corporation Pier and a
Sloop on the River Hull at Stoneferry. We are also selling for the first time a very interesting
guidebook entitled „Old Ships, Boats and Maritime Museums‟ and a new book by our
member Peter Smith entitled „Yorkshire Waterways‟ and published by Dalesman. All these
are available by post – see the sales list at the back of the magazine. We hope shortly to
have available two tea towels with most attractive Keel and Sloop drawings by Colin
Screeton. In addition Colin has designed a plate with a picture of AMY HOWSON under sail,
which is offered as a pair with the COMRADE plate produced last year, and Lesley Dunn has
designed a most attractive paperweight with a Sloop picture in the base. Ball point pens
with the Society‟s name, and Keel and Sloop badges with pictures of COMRADE and AMY
are also available, and we should welcome offers to sell any of these on our behalf.
Lincoln Water Festival
On 10th and 11th June both COMRADE and AMY HOWSON attended the Lincoln Water
Festival on the Brayford Pool. The weather was fine, and large crowds were attracted. At
least 800 people visited the two ships, both of which carried exhibitions, and well over £180
was taken in gate receipts and sales. Valuable publicity was gained, and in Yorkshire
Television‟s „Calendar‟ programme COMRADE was seen under sail on the Fossdyke – the
first time such a sight has been witnessed for nearly forty years.
BBC Television
Recently BBC2 filmed an interview with Fred Schofield on board COMRADE. The producer
was sufficiently interested to ask for a trip, and the film cameras accompanied COMRADE
from Torksey to Lincoln on her way to the Festival, getting some excellent sailing shots.
Provisionally, these are likely to be seen on the BBC programme called „Brass Tacks‟ at 7.30
on Wednesday, 12th July.
Royal Viewing
The Society was recently asked by the Maritime Trust to provide slides of COMRADE under
sail. These were particularly needed for a special presentation at Buckingham Palace on 12th
June. We hope that HRH Prince Philip, whose interest in matters maritime is well known,
was sufficiently impressed to consider honouring us one day with his presence aboard one
of the Society‟s vessels.
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West Riding Cruise
For the first time since her re-rigging, COMRADE is visiting West Yorkshire this summer. Her
cruise will last almost two weeks, and will take in several important towns where she will be
on view to the public. It has been arranged to coincide with a Maritime Exhibition organised
by the Knottingley Civic Society which is expected to arouse considerable local interest.
The object of the cruise is partly educational, and an exhibition of photographs and other
material will be mounted similar to that previously seen at Nottingham, Lincoln and York to
tell the story of the Humber Keels and Sloops, and the work they did. At the same time we
hope to be able to publicise the Society‟s activities and to increase our membership in West
Yorkshire, where after all Keels were as familiar a sight as on the Humber, and by
admission charges and sales to raise much needed funds for further restoration and
maintenance.
At all stages of the cruise members will be welcome to travel aboard COMRADE as
passengers or crew, and the trip will provide the opportunity to get to know new stretches
of waterway. To aid funds we are asking for a donation of £1.00 for a cruise between
stopping points: most will last several hours and some a full day. At the same time
volunteers are needed to man the ship when she is on view, for shorter or longer periods,
and John Hainsworth would be glad to hear from members who could put in a hour or two,
or half a day, or perhaps spend the night on board. Please give him a ring at North Cave
3147, or drop him a line, (Amen Cottage, Church Lane, Ellerker, Brough, Yorks.) if you are
interested either in travelling aboard or helping with the Open Days. Help would be very
welcome from local members in distributing a few posters in advance of the visit.
COMRADE will leave Hull on either 12th or 13th July, and should the wind be favourable it
should be possible to make part of the voyage to Goole under sail. From Goole she will
proceed up the Aire and Calder Navigation as far as Castleford, where a press conference is
due to take place beside the Canal Bridge, near the junction of the Aire with Calder, on
Friday, 21st July at 10 a.m. We hope that the television cameras will be there, and that they
will be able to film COMRADE briefly under sail on the river. Immediately after the press
conference COMRADE will proceed up to Leeds, where she will tie up at Warehouse Hill, on
the River Aire just below Leeds Bridge and opposite the old British Waterways yard. At 7.30
that evening the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Leeds will inspect the ship, and receive
a message sent by water from the Mayor of Beverley. The next day, Saturday 22 nd, and on
the Sunday, COMRADE will be on public view between 11 a.m. and 8 p.m. Parking in the
immediate vicinity may not be easy on the Saturday as the site is close to the city centre,
but on Sunday ample space will be available right beside the ship.
On Monday 24th, COMRADE will leave Leeds and return through several locks to Castleford
Junction, where she will turn into the River Calder and make her way to Wakefield. This
promises to be a particularly interesting trip. COMRADE will tie up at Thornes Wharf, on the
river just above Wakefield Bridge, and will be on view, again between 11 and 8, on Tuesday
and Wednesday, 25th and 26th July. The Mayor and Mayoress of Wakefield will come aboard
at 11 a.m. on the 25th to inspect the ship and again to receive a message from the Mayor of
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Beverley. Members wishing to visit her will find parking space a little further along Thornes
Lane.
On Tuesday morning we shall leave Wakefield and make our way down to Castleford,
where we shall be on view by the Canal Bridge from 2 p.m. until 8 p.m. The next morning
we will make the short trip down to Knottingley, and will tie up at Jackson‟s Bridge, beside
the Anvil public house and opposite the Town Hall. Here we shall be on view from 2 p.m. to
8 p.m. on the Friday, and from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. on the Saturday and Sunday. We are
anticipating a large number of visitors here, as the Exhibition in the Town Hall, only two
minutes away, is expected to attract a great deal of interest. The Exhibition‟s full title is „The
Port of Knottingley and its Association with the Sea‟, and that association is of extremely
long standing, dating back to medieval times. Sea-going vessels, schooners and billy-boys,
were owned in the town into the present century and in more recent times a large
proportion of inland trading vessels had Knottingley as their home port. The Exhibition
promises to be a fascinating one. It opens on 25th July and closes on 30th, and should be
well worth a journey.
After Knottingley we shall have one more port of call: Thorne, where many keelmen and
their families still live. Here we plan to be on view at the Canal Wharf, just below the main
Bawtry Road Bridge, from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Monday, 31st July. These arrangements are
not quite finalised, however, and if you would like to visit COMRADE at Thorne it will be
advisable to confirm the time and date with John Hainsworth in advance.
After the Thorne visit we hope to be able to leave COMRADE at Goole until the following
weekend so that more people can make the interesting trip, if possible under sail, down the
Ouse and the Humber back to Hull.
A good deal of preparation has gone into arranging the West Riding cruise, which we hope
will receive wide publicity. Some attractive new sales lines are being produced, and as
Society funds are low at present we are anxious that the trip will be a success from a
financial point of view. Much will depend on support from members with crewing and
manning the ship, and we hope that some of you who have not previously been able to
become involved, including perhaps some of our younger members, might like to spend
some time aboard and to cover some new ground – or rather water.

SLABLINE

ISSUE 009 | JUNE 1978

Page |6

TALKING TECHNICALLY
Leeboards (continued): In the last issue, the subject of leeboards was dealt with in detail.
To conclude, I have made Fig.15-1 complementary to Fig.15. Aft from the tail block is a
wire rope, one end anchored to the post, the fall taken round a small roller, set vertically.
Details of the roller and its mechanism are shown in Fig.15-2. The pawl is free, and mist be
engaged manually to prevent the roller from unwinding. It will be seen that part of the
internal gearing is exposed, and an alternative to using the pawl was to drop a wooden
wedge between the sun and planet gears.
Burtons: Fig.10 (Slabline No.2) showed the grommet ring in detail, complete with rings for
burtons and backstay. It is the first item to be fitted on the mast, and forms the seating for
the shrouds that follow. The grommet ring on COMRADE has been used up to now for
attaching the backstay only, but this year we have a pair of burtons, one each side. The
port side burton is shown in Fig.20 in „action‟, attached at the lower end to the round hole
in the leeboard stanchion. When not in use, it is attached to the chain plate between main
and topmast shrouds (not yet shown). Its purpose is as a running backstay.
Sister hooks have been referred to in previous sketches (Fig.12 Slabline No.6), and they are
also used in the burton. They are not easy to illustrate on such small sketches, so I have
shown a pair in individual detail in Fig.19
Sails: To encourage the model-making fraternity, I have included the illustration of the
mainsail as a dimensional scale drawing, Fig.21. In overall size, it is as COMRADE‟s mainsail,
but the details are as for traditional keel sails.
The sails were made up into an odd number of cloths so that a single cloth in the centre
could be renewed if it became worn by contact with the Slabline. The reinforcing patches
(shown dotted) are on the after side of the sail. Traditional keel sails were left untreated to
keep the weight down. They would therefore always be seen as a light grey colour, and the
crew would be able to keep clean handling them.
Fig.22 shows the head and clew in greater detail. The bolt rope is attached to the sail
proper by hand stitching, and constitutes a significant proportion of the cost. A dominant
problem is often different rates of stretching of bolt rope and sail. It is essential that the
materials are suitably matched.
COMRADE‟s sails are of terylene, in 3 foot cloths. They perform very well, although we had
teething troubles in the early days due to the clew thimbles pulling out. The manufacturers
rectified the defect, and so far it has been successful.
C C LODGE
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THIS AND THAT
The British Waterways Board has appointed a new Curator/Manager at the Waterways
Museum at Stoke Bruerne. He is 26-year old Tony Conder, previously an assistant at Kings
Lynn Museum. He succeeds Richard Hutchings, who is retiring.

Our good friends at the Pocklington Canal Amenity Society are holding a „Restoration Rally‟
on the Pocklington Canal at East Cottingwith on the weekend of 9/10 September. More
details are available from Mr P J Leadley, „Somerton‟, Main Street, Leconfield, North
Humberside.

The Canal Museum at Dewsbury Canal Basin (see Slabline No.7, June 1977) formerly run by
Peter L Smith, re-opened at Easter under the management of Robinson‟s Hire Cruisers, and
has been re-named „Exhibition of Waterways History‟.

The Market Weighton Canal Society and the Pocklington Canal Society have each been
given £150 to help with their preservation work. They qualified for the grants under the
Shell Inland Waterways Restoration Award Scheme, which was set up to help voluntary
groups throughout the country in restoring inland waterways.

A 62-mile „two canals‟ walk, linking the River Trent at Nottingham with the River Witham at
Tattershall Bridge, could become a reality for Lincolnshire ramblers.
The Lincolnshire County Countryside Sub-Committee has agreed to support plans to
develop the footpath, which would include parts of the Viking Way and the Grantham Canal
towpath. It would also follow the banks of the Witham, cross Barkston and Willoughby
Heaths, pass Ancaster and Sleaford and end at the River Slea Navigation.
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HOISTING SAIL, STAYING AND LOWERING SAIL ABOARD A KEEL
A keel was normally manned by a captain and mate. If the captain had a reasonably
experienced mate, shouted commands were often not necessary except in a few important
instances. Consequently, many of the orders that are heard and will be heard on board
COMRADE are spoken because members of the „regatta crew‟ have still to gain experience.
The account below relates to the handling of a keel in earlier times.
‘Heaving up the Sail’
Since the captain himself would be handling halliard rollers, slabline and brace, no orders
would be needed in connection with them. If the topsail was to be set as well as the
mainsail and the wind was not of the lightest, both sails would be furled on the yard and
made fast with rope yarns, strong enough to keep the sail furled until required to break.
The captain would first „heave up the slabline‟ so that the mainsail would not fill and break
out before the main yard was in position. He would then „start up the topsail yard‟ with the
topsail halliard roller. The mate would first pass the fore end of the topsail yard between
forestay and fore topmast stay, then when the yard was high enough and shortly after, „top
the yard out‟ by heaving down the after end of the yard, using the topsail sheet.*The yard
would be sent up just above the ‟main oynings‟ (sometimes called „hounds‟ or „crosstrees‟ in
other ships).
The captain would then „start up the main yard‟. When it reached fifteen or more feet up
the mast the mate would „top out the yard‟ by heaving down the after end with the brace*
and passing the yard inboard of the shrouds. After the yard had continued up the mast to a
point the captain judged high enough, he would „slack away the slabline‟ and break out the
mainsail (breaking the rope yarns) by heaving in the lee sheet. Meanwhile, the mate would
„get down‟ the weather tack and in earlier times the clew of the sail would be hove down as
far as the tack block. He would then „pass the bowline over the stay„ ready to „make fast‟ as
the ship gathered way. The mate would then „brail in the weather topsail sheet‟ and make it
fast to the cleat, then do likewise for the lee topsail sheet. The captain would then „break
out‟ the topsail by heaving up the topsail yard with the topsail halliard roller.
(All this assumes that the ship was first sailing to windward. The sequence of events in
hoisting the sail would be the same but setting sheets and tacks would be different if sailing
with a fair wind.)
*Sails can be topped in or out either to windward or to leeward. Given a choice, topping out
to leeward and topping in to windward are preferable.
‘Staying’ (changing from one tack to the other, head to wind, when sailing to
windward)
The captain would first shout to the mate to “stand by” and would put his tiller „hard down‟
to bring the ship up into the wind. When the sail started to flutter, he would let go of the
lee sheet (say, the port sheet assuming the ship had been on the starboard tack). The mate
would then need to „rise the tack‟ (that is, release the pawl on the starboard tack roller and
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let the tack run out). The mate would then take up some of the slack in the port tack,
bringing the port clew of the sail up to the shrouds. When the ship had passed through the
eye of the wind, the captain would order the mate to “let go the bowline”. This is one order
which would always be given by the captain and no mate, however experienced, would ever
anticipate it. The reason is that the captain would have to haul the yard using the brace and
proper timing was vital. As soon as he had let go the bowline the mate would need to „get
the tack down‟ (that is, port tack) sharp and the captain would heave in the lee (starboard)
sheet, „sailing her full‟ for a short time to allow the ship to gather way again. The mate
would „pass the bowline over the forestay‟* and, when the ship has gathered way again, he
would „haul the bowline and make it fast‟. When turning to windward two handed in a
strong wind the mate would, after getting down the tack, go aft to assist the captain to
heave in the sheet. If leeboards were in use he would also heave the weather board up
until it came alongside. (The captain would have let go of the board on the lee side as the
vessel came round.) When she was sailing close-hauled the mate would then haul the
weather bowline and clear the lee one ready for going about on the next board.
*The bowline should pass over the forestay and under the fore topmast stay when one is
used.
To ‘Wear’ Ship
Sometimes in heavy weather, and for other reasons, a vessel has to be put about on to the
other tack with the sails full. This requires much more sea room than „staying‟ and is known
as „wearing‟ ship, it is a straight-forward manoeuvre with a square sail and perfectly safe
given sea room, but can be very dangerous with the fore and aft rig, if the correct
procedure is not carried out.
‘Lowering’
If the vessel had been running with a fair wind, or rolling heavily with the swell, sails would
be half lowered and yards would be topped in, then lowered onto the hatches. However, if
the vessel had been sailing to windward and there was no great amount of swell, the
following procedure was commonly used: After being told to “standby for lowering” the
mate would first „let go the lee shrouds leaving the fore shroud as a steady‟. He would work
from aft, removing topmast shroud, burton and after main shroud in turn. Each would be
taken round the after side of the mast and laid forward of it on the windward side of the
hatches. Just prior to lowering, the fore main shroud would be treated in the same fashion.
The mate would also see to it that the lee tack and weather sheet were brought inboard of
the manrope to avoid them fouling anything.
The captain would first „lower the topsail‟ so that the wind was spilled from it. The two
yards would then be close together and the topsail would be in the lee of the mainsail. The
captain would then „heave up the slabline‟ to spill the wind from the mainsail and help
prevent it billowing over the side when the yard was lowered. Finally, the captain would
take the weight of the yards on the leather strop which forms a brake on the halliard rollers
and when ready, let yards and sails come down with a run, stopping them short of the
hatches with the brake. The mate, meanwhile, would have brought the yards onto the
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hatches by hauling on the lee brace. He would then quickly bundle the sails onto the
hatches under the yards to stop them billowing over the side. The yards would then be
lowered the short distance onto the sails pinning them to the hatches. As soon as time
allowed, the mate would „set up the fore main shroud as a steady‟.
If the vessel was going into a lock or alongside a jetty, the slabline would be pulled up first
to bring inboard the tacks and sheets, then the topsail would be lowered behind the
mainsail. If the wind was abeam or before the beam, the yards would or could be hauled
round until the sails came aback, taking the way off the ship before lowering.
F SCHOFIELD

GAINSBOROUGH: THE HISTORY OF AN INLAND PORT
The town of Gainsborough, throughout its long history, has always been very conscious of
the River Trent, although the visitor of today sees very little of it. Modern vehicles cross
over to and from Nottinghamshire by the bridge built in 1792, and then their passengers
see no more of it, for the main road through the town runs north to south, and to most
people that stretch of Trinity Street is just a busy patch on a possibly uninteresting journey,
but to the inhabitants of the town there have been anxious times when the great question
was whether or not the river would overflow its banks, and the low-lying land on either side
be flooded, and to the people of Gainsborough, as in 1947, it meant much damage and loss
because of house property having as much as five feet of dirty, muddy water surging
through.
To prevent such a disaster as that happening again, a great deal of work has been done in
recent years to build up banks and allow areas for overspill when there has been more
water than the river could take.
The Aegir
The „Aegir‟ or tidal wave is quite a spectacle to be seen. The local press every week prints
the „Eagre Times‟ which gives the times for morning and afternoon high water at Hull. Here
is shown the tide-table from the „Gainsborough News‟ on 7th October 1966, which states:
“The arrival of the Eagre on the River Trent at various points is calculated on the following
times. Greenwich Mean Time

Oct

7
8
9
10
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Morning
a.m.

Afternoon
p.m.

Depth
ft.in.

10.36
11.49
0.12
1.58

10.55
------11.37
3.11

23
23
23
24
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11
12
13
14

3.23
4.25
5.17
6.04

4.16
5.08
5.55
6.37

26
28
29
30

7
5
7
1

(add one hour for summer time)
Eagre at Owston Ferry 20 minutes before high water at Hull
Eagre at Gainsborough 20 minutes after high water at Hull

A margin of 20 minutes should always be allowed before and after the above, as much
depends on the wind, height of the water, etc. Large tides, i.e. those between six and ten
o‟clock come earlier than the above, small tides later.”
A strong wind blowing into the mouth of the Humber tends to accelerate the flow of water
and to produce a most spectacular wave, especially at the period of equinoctial spring tides
in March, or even more so in September or October, because in the latter month there will
probably be less fresh water flowing down from the hills against the tide.
The term „aegir‟ or „eagre‟ is most likely from the same source – old Norse – meaning „God
of the Sea‟ or „Spirit of the Waters‟, or old Saxon „ea‟ meaning water – „gar‟ for spear – or
the spearhead of the water. As this wave is tall and steep it can be most dangerous for
small vessels; these could be swamped and overturned. It is one of the rules of the
Gainsborough Rowing Club that their boats shall be out of the water, high enough to be out
of reach of the „eagre‟ half-an-hour before it is due. Currents are treacherous for bathers
and warnings are placed along the riverbanks, for there have been many drowning
accidents. The sound of the rushing „eagre‟ can be plainly heard for a surprising distance,
and boatmen years ago shout warnings to each other “ware eager” as it travelled along,
and so could swing their boats into mid-stream to meet it. Motor driven boats of today have
not that difficulty to overcome. The forceful wave is of great help to laden vessels coming
to Gainsborough, and if a rowing boat was dropped into the water immediately after the
wave passed, the force of the current will carry the boat for 10 to 15 miles upstream with
little effort on the part of the oarsman and a great saving of fuel is possible for the barges
carrying grain, wood, gasoline, animal feeding stuffs, etc. When the water turns, about
three hours afterwards, boats can drop back again and take advantage of the down flow.
The appearance of the „eagre‟ varies greatly. It may be a single ramp of smooth unbroken
water; more often the main wave will be followed by a train of similar smooth, though
smaller waves, giving a furrowed effect, and these locally are called „whelps‟. On the other
hand, particularly when the wave is running along the mud flats at the sides of the river,
the ridge may foam. Perhaps the most characteristic appearance is the long train of steep
rounded waves. Sometimes there are up to 100 whelps in the trains, in other places a much
smaller number of more massive, smooth, symmetrical waves of longer length. But even in
these days it is a common sight to see a string of power driven barges travelling upstream
taking maximum advantage of the high tide, and in the old horse-towing days, it was even
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more important to take full advantage of the „eagre‟, and when that distinctive craft – the
Humber Keel – frequented the Trent and the Ouse, the „eagre‟ made certain reaches
navigable when the wind was adverse. One such reach, a mile or so below Gainsborough
was called „no man‟s friend‟ because if the wind was unfavourable there, it was adverse
everywhere else on the river.
Shipping
There is no doubt ships have been built on the riverside since the days of Alfred, more than
a thousand years ago, but to come to more modern days, Bridge Street and Caskgate
Street had, until recent years, many fine Georgian houses which had been the homes of
ships‟ captains and their families.
Many ships were built in Gainsborough shipyards, and we know of a boat taking goods in
1606 from Gainsborough to London. An early newspaper mentions in July 1797 the brig
MARY of 110 tons was built at Morton-on-Trent.
During the time of the Napoleonic wars much ammunition was being manufactured in the
Midlands and passed through Gainsborough and this town was extremely busy, and men for
the Forces were being „impressed‟, and as Thomas Cooper says “sailors enlivened the
streets of the little town by their merriment” – though not always – for on April 30th 1793 (it
was the time of the French Revolution and England had declared war on France) “a riot
owing to the Press Gang in the town – a riot of a very alarming nature took place amongst
the sailors owing to a person of the name of Hall, an obnoxious character, having been
„impressed‟. Lieutenant Ellison on the impress service was knocked down, had his sword
broken, and would have in all probability been murdered if it had not been for the personal
interference of Messrs. J & H Smith. The sailors being armed with bludgeons and pistols
and heated with liquor, the face of things bore so serious an aspect that it was thought
necessary to send an express (letter) to Nottingham for military assistance. At night,
however, the rioters quitted the town, and all then was perfectly calm.
Four years later the Press Gang was still active, for “on July 20 th 1797, died John Francis of
Gainsborough, mariner, aged 43 years. He died suddenly in a hay close near to that town.
He swam across the Trent some months ago to escape a press gang, since which time he
has always complained of illness”.
The war was
Waterloo, but
James Elsom,
Wright, last of

over by 1815 when the Duke of Wellington defeated Napoleon‟s army at
members of the former Press Gang lived on in the town until 1839 when
sailor, died, in 1841 Edward Lulliecan, aged 80, died and in 1846 Mr Rob
the Gainsborough Press Gang died, aged 82.

Cargoes
The Trent provided the channel of exchange between the west with its predominance of
extractive industries of lead, coal, iron, millstones, lime and building materials, and the
predominantly agricultural region of the east and south (Prof. J D Chambers – The Vale of
Trent 1570-1800).
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In the middle of the eighteenth century the tolls on coal landed at Gainsborough staithes
paid for the re-building of Gainsborough Parish Church (Coal Tax 1740).
As well as coal, cargoes contained timber, iron, scythe stones, and cheese. There was an
important cheese market in the town and wool too was important. Posters of wool sales of
1824 and 1834 are to be seen in the Old Hall. Coney skins from numerous warrens also
were shipped. These skins were for gloves and hats – “beaver hats were made of a firm
felt, wrought up of fine wool, rabbit‟s hair, etc., and the nap prepared from the hair of the
beaver”.
George Eliot in „The Mill on the Floss‟ speaks of seeing “black ships – laden with fresh
scented fir-planks, with rounded sacks of oil-bearing seed or with the dark glitter of coal”.
She was able to watch these ships whilst staying at Morton Hall, a house close to the river.
There are many different types of ships – sloops, brigantes, keels, steam packets, steam
tugs, schooners, all getting larger and capable of carrying more, both passengers and
merchandise, and here are listed some with interesting notes, showing also that there was
a continuing supply of work for these boat builders.
In 1803 a new vessel the UNION PACKET was launched from Mr Wm. Rowe‟s landing, in
September 1808 the GAINSBOROUGH of 700 tons was launched at Mr Smith‟s yard (at the
end of Lord Street, probably where Townrow‟s Mill stands). In 1811 on February 15 th, a fine
brig named the TRENT of 247 tons, and the next month, March 1811, the vessel
BRAILSFORD of 465 tons was launched from the same yard. A Mr Walton had a shipyard
where the ALLENBY of 600 tons was launched, and in 1812 on May 15 th the ELIZABETH of
700 tons from Mr Smith‟s yard, and in 1815 the JOHN BULL from Mr Wm. Woody‟s. That
ship catered for passengers and commercial business. Again in 1815 the WATERLOO was
built in J & H Smith‟s yard – (with figurehead of a warrior, etc. – the handsomest vessel
launched there). On November 13th 1819 there was for sale the TRENT 252 tons, which had
been built in 1811 and fitted up and fortified by the Government for a voyage of discovery
to the North Pole.
These boats carried much merchandise and traded with continental ports such as
Rotterdam and Hamburg, and some were adapted for whale fishery. Baltic trade was
important, and on the riverside in Gainsborough is the Baltic Mill next to the Chapel Staithe.
In the Old Hall is a photograph of a fine Danish sailing vessel which was moored by the
Baltic Mill to unload linseed for the oil mill in 1915.
In 1820 there was for sale a new ship suitable for the fisheries of East or West India trade,
at H Smith‟s yard, and in 1825 from Goodman and Furley‟s – wharfingers – there were
boats daily on the river to Staffordshire, Bristol, Liverpool, by way of the connecting canals.
In 1828 there were advertised for sale 2 new sloops, one able to carry 400 quarters of
wheat, the sloop FANCY to carry 500 quarters of barley in connection with Rotterdam and
Hamburg trade or ports in the Baltic, and in 1830 a new ship was for sale adapted for Baltic
trade and whale fishery. Apparently a very busy time was had by Furley Bros. & Cross and a
new schooner was for sale in December 1831, a fine new brig in January 1833, and in May
1833 a schooner nearly ready for launching – 100 tons, and in September, same year, a
SLABLINE
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fully rigged schooner CERES was expected to be at Hull in a few days, also in 1833 a fine
new brig the RAPID was launched by Furley & Cross and her owners intended her for the
South American trade. In 1834 the RACHAEL of Gainsborough carried iron for Whitby and
Pickering railway, arriving at Whitby (closed in March 1965). A different type of boat was
built in 1844 – a pleasure yacht for the Duke of Portland, by Smith & Sons, and was
intended for use on the lake at Welbeck Abbey.
Passenger Traffic
In 1814 the CALEDONIA was the first steam boat on the Trent, and the first voyage from
Hull to Gainsborough took 5 hours (a modern train journey takes over 2 hours!). The next
year the same boat took 11 hours to cover 100 miles, but in 1818 there was a steam tug
for merchandise and passengers, with passenger fares at two shillings and sixpence each,
leaving Gainsborough on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, returning to Hull, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays. Then came opposition between these steamboats and the fare
went down to sixpence each. However, the BRITISH QUEEN (Sept. 1818) was taking
passengers to Hull and back for three shillings each, but the Humber Steam Packet fares
were two shillings and sixpence return, and the best cabin was four shillings.
Some years later, in 1840, there was a trip to Burlington – now Bridlington – and then in
March 1846, the Hull & Gainsborough Steam Packet Co., are stated to be about to build a
new superior steamer to ply between the two ports in anticipation of the railway, which in
some measure will interfere with the river traffic. The new steamer to be iron, like the
COLUMBINE and the LINDSEY is to be a market boat. (Hull Advertiser). In June 1848 a trial
trip of the HARLEQUIN was to be held. She is not the first of about 20 vessels which
Messrs. Smith & Co have built to ply on the Humber, she is however, the fastest. The next
month the EAGLE steam packet carried more than 600 passengers.
The passenger boats continued their voyages until the First World War. With the coming of
the railways in 1849 the river trade had also fallen away, though in the prosperous Victorian
days for some 40 years, there was a Customs House down Chapel Staithe with the original
Pilot Office at the end. In 1844 the receipts from Customs were over £73,000, which fell to
less than £12,000 in 1881 when the town lost the privilege of being known as a port.
Previous to that Gainsborough had been reckoned as 9th port for tobacco (Eastern Countries
Herald of Jan 18th 1881).
Trades
Mention has only been made of some of the ships built. There were others such as the
PROVIDENCE, the PERSEVERANCE, a Newcastle trader the ANN ELIZABETH, TOM
BOWLINE, FRIENDS GOODWILL. In fact, from 1976 onwards for 50 years, there were at
least 73 vessels built in the yards of H Smith & Son, Bridge Street, R & W Furley, Trent Port,
and John Capes of Trent Port, (White‟s Directory 1826).
Furleys and Smiths were their own rope makers and one important sail maker, who died in
1824, is buried in the Parish Churchyard – Richard Rollet, formerly master sail maker of
HMS vessel RESOLUTION with Captain James Cook in her voyage around the world.
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In 1849 Geo. Pettinger was coal, linseed cake, guano and chemical manure merchant, ship
owner, etc.
John Wm. Pashley was a wine, spirit and port merchant, Danish Vice-Consul and agent to
the Norwich Union Fire & Life office, also to the General Hail Storm Insurance Company,
bonding warehouse keeper and Customs House Agent, Silver Street!
A glass rolling pin, which has survived as a souvenir of those busy days, is on exhibition in
the Victorian Room in the Old Hall. A verse and sketch of the boat is printed on the glass –
THE UNDAUNTED. This boat was a fishing smack built by Lister & Trenery at Gainsborough
for Mr Hellyer of Hull. She was launched early in August 1858, the occasion being
celebrated by a supper at the White Horse Inn for the shipyard workers. (Hull Advertiser,
Sat. Aug. 7th 1858).
George Eliot knew the Trenery family, for she stayed at the house near the bridge, which is
now the United Services Club, and in her novel is the residence of Uncle and Aunt Deane. It
is recorded that she visited Gainsborough in September 1859 „to study rivers‟.
In a directory of 1866 we learn of the trades connected with the river. A master block
maker lived in Crowgarth. There were 3 rope makers, there had been 10 in 1835, a sail
maker, there had been 3 in 1849, as well as 2 nail makers. Of ship and boat builders, there
were 3 master mariners and wharfingers, and in the previous prosperous days, a Controller
of Customs and Pilots, and a supervisor of Excise. Many had been boat owners, barge
masters and merchandise agents.
No boats are now built on the Trentside, the last shipyard, Watson‟s, was discontinued in
1955. There are no nail makers, no sail makers, no rope makers. All are gone. On the
Ropery Road towards Morton were, until recently, the last vestiges of the last Ropery to be
seen, and that has now disappeared. Furley & Co have been carriers by water from 1770
right up to the present time, and much grain and animal feed stuffs, which have been
brought from Hull, can be seen any day in Bridge Street outside their wharf being
transhipped into waiting motor vehicles.
ELLEN BRACE
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FURTHER SAILING DATES FOR COMRADE

In addition to the list of dates circulated earlier to those members who returned the form in
the last „Slabline‟, we expect to be sailing on the following days:
6th August

Sunday

leave Goole approx. 9.00 a.m.

27th August
16th September
17th September

Sunday
Saturday
Sunday

Trips on the weekends of 24th/25th June and 15th/16th July are fully booked but space is still
available on the trips in connection with the tour of the West Riding (for list of dates, see
article elsewhere in „Slabline‟). In particular, there is a reasonably strong possibility that we
shall return from Goole to Hull under sail. For this last trip we shall charge our usual sailing
fees of £1.50 for members and £3.00 for non-members. For the trips along the canals of
the West Riding we shall not make any charge but would hope that passengers would make
a donation to Society funds.
For further details and for all bookings, please contact: Jim Thompson, 218 Victoria Avenue,
Hull, HU5 3DZ (Tel: (0482) 441277).

Current Charges for Sailing on COMRADE

SLABLINE

Ordinary trips:

Members:
Non-members:

£1.50 per day
£3.00 per day

Charter trips:

£30.00 per day for up to 12 passengers

ISSUE 009 | JUNE 1978

P a g e | 21

HUMBER KEEL AND SLOOP PRESERVATION SOCIETY LTD
Price List
Price
(postage included)
Humber Keels -

A collection of historical documents

£1.30

Notelets -

Set of 5, with envelopes

25p

Postcards -

Four different views
Set of four

13p
30p

(each)

Keel sail plan

20p

Pairs of lithographed photographs, A4 size, showing Keel and Sloop

35p

Pairs of posters -

19th century advertisements for the sale of
Keels and Billy Boys

30p

„Flying Sail‟ by M E Ulyatt – a detailed, illustrated account of
Humber sailing craft

£2.20

Society ties, with Keel motif, in blue, green, maroon

£1.75

„Old Ships, Boats and Maritime Museums‟ by P Sullivan

£1.65

„Yorkshire Waterways‟ by Peter L Smith

£1.15

Mounted colour reproductions: Brayford Pool, Lincoln;
Sloop at Stoneferry, Hull; Sloop off the Pier, Hull

95p

Canal are Great – an activity book for young people by Peter L Smith

60p

Ethel and Angela Jane – A brief history of Commercial Carrying
On the Calder and Hebble Navigation

60p

Driffield Navigation Guide

30p

Colour prints – high quality reproductions of the picture by Henry Wilson
Carmichael, showing Keels on the Brayford Pool at Lincoln, 1858

£3.90

Available from the Sales Officers:
Miss H Darby, 13 Middle Garth Drive, South Cave, Brough, North Humberside and
Mrs F Harrison, 137 Waterside Road, Barton-on-Humber, South Humberside
SLABLINE
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