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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
At the time of writing, many of us are waiting in some suspense to hear the fate of the
Paddle Steamer LINCOLN CASTLE, still lying among a melancholy crowd of laid-up trawlers
in the Hull Fish Dock. The National Railway Museum in York has announced its interest in
taking over ownership of the vessel, providing arrangements can be made for a local body
to look after her. A number of meetings have been held with interested parties, but nothing
has so far leaked out about the outcome.
Much attention has been focussed, in the last year or so, on the high cost of renewing the
LINCOLN CASTLE‟s boilers and subsequently operating her under steam. If any one factor
causes the scheme for her preservation to fail it will undoubtedly be this one of finance. Yet
is there any reason why the project should not be a two-stage one? The important thing for
the present is that the LINCOLN CASTLE‟s future should be assured, so that full restoration
to working condition should at least be a possibility for the time when, hopefully, funds are
more easily obtained. Once the ship herself has left the Humber, whether for the breaker‟s
yard or for some distant berth, there is little chance that we will ever see her back again.
The most important thing is to gain time, and preservation as a static exhibit, whilst very
much a second best, is at least worth considering as a temporary expedient.
If the decision to preserve the LINCOLN CASTLE is taken in principle, there remains the
difficult question of a mooring for her, The Maritime Trust has already found that single
ships opened to the public in isolated situations tend not to pay their way; the question of
siting is crucial. The CASTLE would need to be moored close enough to other attractions to
ensure adequate numbers of visitors. Two possibilities suggest themselves. One is the
Humber Bridge, likely to attract visitors in large numbers. As we have sailed through the
bridge on COMRADE this season, many of us have seen the massive jetty and gantry built
beside the northern tower to hoist bridge sections ashore after they have been brought up
on barges from the building yard down river. It seems at least possible that this could be
converted into a mooring for the paddle steamer when the bridge work is completed. The
position is certainly ideal; even the car parks are already there. The other possible situation
is of course Hull, where Stage 3 of the Town Docks Museum is nearing completion. As this
museum grows, it is rapidly becoming of national rather than local importance, and with the
addition of the final stage and the development of the new Marina a few minutes‟ walk
away, Hull will suddenly begin to pull in visitors in large numbers. If and when the ferry
service ends, the LINCOLN CASTLE could lie where she has lain so many times before: at
Victoria Pier. Alternatively, why not make her the centrepiece of the Humber Dock
development? (Yes, the ship is too wide for the lock, but if the paddle blades were removed
– a simple job – and the ship lightened as far as possible, could she not be floated straight
through the lock chamber on a high spring tide with her sponsons clear of the lockside?)
Of course all of us ultimately want to see the LINCOLN CASTLE under steam again, just as
COMRADE – and soon AMY HOWSON – are under sail. If this can be done in the short term,
so much the better. The least we can do is to ensure that future Humbersiders have the
opportunity.
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SOCIETY NEWS
Christmas Card
This year‟s card is a new design by Colin Screeton. It features a billy boy sloop in full sail,
on a coloured background. The price is 10p per card including envelope, and they are
available from the Sales Officers in sets of 5 at 50p plus postage and packing.
Sales Material
Mrs Mary Ingleby has recently produced a booklet, with an attractive line drawing, entitled
„Beckside Today‟. It is an account of Beverley Beck, with a description of some of the
changes which have recently taken place. The booklet is available from the Sales Officers at
20p plus 10p postage and packing, and Mrs Ingleby has kindly offered the proceeds to the
Society.
The Sloop Committee recently arranged the production of attractive mugs and ashtrays with
a Sloop motif. These cannot be sent by post, but can be bought at meetings or from the
Sales Officers direct. Colin Screeton has also designed a blue and white Sloop plaque to
make a pair to the Keel plaque produced last year; the first batch of 50 has sold out, but a
second batch has been ordered. Again these are pottery and cannot be sent through the
post. For details of other sales material, see the list at the back of this magazine.
Raffle
Each year the annual raffle is an important source of funds. This year‟s prizes are especially
attractive, including in addition to the appropriately nautical First Prize of a wall barometer,
another of Colin Screeton‟s marine paintings, a fine example of Bill Wilson‟s craftsmanship
in wood and, for the third time, a beautiful hand-made and hand-dressed doll by Lesley
Dunn. We are fortunate to have such talented people among our members. Please sell as
many tickets as you can; more are available from Colin Screeton at 69 Gillshill Road, Hull.
The proceeds will go towards the re-rigging of AMY HOWSON.
Jumble Sale
The Jumble Sale earlier this year in Hull raised the remarkable total of over £60.00. We
have arranged to hold another on Saturday 25th November, at 2 p.m. in the St Augustine‟s
Church Hall, Queens Road. If it is to be successful we need jumble in large quantities.
Please deliver it to any Council Member, or bring it on the day to the Hall.
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Film Contract
At the time of writing COMRADE is in York under hire to Kestrel Films Ltd of Shepperton
Studios. The company is making a feature film for young people entitled „Black Jack‟ and
COMRADE, together with ANNIE MAUD is to become temporarily an 18 th century coaster.
The young hero is to sail away from York on his uncle‟s ship, and it will be interesting to see
how COMRADE under sail on the screen. We are grateful to the Maritime Trust for supplying
our name to Kestrel Films; the contract will bring us some useful revenue.
Lincoln Water Festival
Both COMRADE and AMY HOWSON attended this year‟s festival in June. Both ships carried
exhibitions, and well over £100 was raised to swell our funds.
West Riding Cruise
An account of navigational aspects of the cruise appears elsewhere in this issue. As a fundraising and publicity exercise the cruise surpassed expectations, raising over £400. Over
2,000 people came aboard and considerable press coverage resulted, as well as television
reporting. Whilst the numbers attending at Leeds were rather low, Wakefield and Thorne
proved particularly worthwhile, whilst the Knottingley opening, in conjunction with the Civic
Society‟s Maritime Exhibition, proved most successful of all. The trip was however rather a
long one and made excessive demands on the time of the few members available to staff
the ship.
Wine and Cheese Party
The party advertised within the last issue was duly held on board COMRADE on 26 th
October. It was greatly enjoyed by those who came, and its success was largely due to the
delightful programme of folk music provided by Eric Mann and his friends. A modest profit
was made, and we proved to our own satisfaction that COMRADE can be a most attractive
venue for social functions. The event was inspired by the highly successful disco evenings
organised by Cyril Harrison and family aboard AMY HOWSON which have been a valuable
source of revenue as well as giving a good deal of pleasure.
Finance
The result of this year‟s fund-raising efforts, coupled with the proceeds of COMRADE‟s
sailing season, has made the financial picture considerably more attractive. The Society is
now out of debt, and is building up a reasonable reserve. However, if AMY HOWSON is to
be re-rigged next year much more will be needed, and we must maintain our efforts. Any
offers of help with publicity and fund-raising on either side of the river will be gratefully
received; for example with collecting newspaper, or arranging social functions.
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SAILING WITH ‘COMRADE’ IN 1978
The 1978 sailing season has been an undoubted success from our first outing on 22 nd April
up to and including the period at the beginning of October when the ship went to York to
take part in a film set in the eighteenth century. We made ten voyages under sail with a
reasonably full complement of passengers and crew and, in addition, sailed for the TV
cameras on the Foss Dyke, set canvas for Olaf Engvig on a trip back from South Ferriby and
also for the film cameras at York.
This season also saw our first charter trips. On May 14th we welcomed the first charter party
that we had ever taken. They were the lecturer and members from a Lancashire evening
class studying industrial archaeology and they thoroughly enjoyed the trip. Later in the
season we had two further charter trips under sail, once for one of our own members and
once for the Hull Maritime Society. We were also chartered by members of a local firm for a
trip under power down the River Hull from Beverley.
On May 13th we were very pleased and honoured to have Frank Carr with us. It is a moot
point who entertained who the most, but the day was a very enjoyable one for all
concerned and we look forward to his next visit. As reported elsewhere in this issue, we
also had Olaf Engvig with us for a short trip and he remarked on a number of practices
common to keels and the Norwegian vessels with which it is familiar.
The trip to Lincoln Water Festival might almost be worth a short article in itself. The most
strenuous part of the voyage there was that along the Foss Dyke from Torksey to Lincoln. It
also illustrated why we do not normally attempt to sail on canals today. When the use of
sail faded out, there was no longer any restraint on the erection of low structures across
the canal and electricity cables, pipe bridges and the like became common. Nevertheless,
for the sake of a BBC2 team from „Brass Tacks‟, who arranged to join us at Torksey, and a
Yorkshire TV cameraman who wished to film us near Lincoln, we decided to see what we
could do. The ITV film was shown on „Calendar‟ on June 9 th, BBC2 were only able to use a
little of their film as a trailer for „Brass Tacks‟ on July 26 th, and one of our members
obtained some very memorable pictures of COMRADE under sail. However, to achieve all
this, the mast was fully raised for the fifth time by the time we left the ship at Brayford
Pool.
On July 10th we welcomed on board the Mayor and Mayoress of Beverley who brought
letters for the Lord Mayor of Leeds and Mayor of Wakefield. The letters were duly handed
over at Leeds and Wakefield on the occasion of their official visits to the ship. The Mayor of
Beverley was also able to take passage with us from Beverley to Hull on July 15 th and writes
of his impressions elsewhere in this issue.
The West Riding tour began on July 19th when we left Hull for Goole, carrying on to
Castleford on the following day for a scheduled press conference on the Friday. We had an
unexpected visit from a party of school children before leaving for Leeds, where we were
warmly welcomed by the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress. Unfortunately, for technical
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reasons beyond the control of the reporters who had been with us, news items concerning
the trip were delayed and not too many people came aboard.
After the weekend we went to Wakefield, the publicity started to come through and we had
a good stream of visitors. The Mayor and Mayoress came and found much to interest them.
Although the scene has changed almost beyond recognition along the riverside, if ships
have memories of their youth those of COMRADE must have stirred for she was built to
carry barley to Wakefield.
Leaving the city we made our way back to Castleford and were open there for half a day
before continuing to Knottingley for the weekend. The Civic Society were holding an
exhibition and the ship was one attraction. We did very well for visitors on Friday and
Saturday but the rains descended on Sunday.
Our last visit was to Thorne. The day itself opened damp and uninviting but in the end
proved to be the busiest single day of the whole tour and was a great success. On our trip
back to Goole we noticed dredging operations taking place near Cowick. The following day
we learnt that a breach had resulted and the water level was said to be down by three to
four feet. Considering that Goole Docks, nine miles of the Aire and Calder Canal, two miles
of the New Junction Canal and two large compensation reservoirs form one body of water,
more than the odd bucketful was lost through the breach! In any case, the ship was
stranded in Goole until the breach was repaired and the water had made up. Instead of the
planned return on Sunday August 6th we returned on the following Thursday with a full
complement of passengers. Having time on our hands we took them down below
Immingham for a sail before landing them at Hull.
Seventeen days later we sailed to Ferriby Sluice with passengers to join AMY HOWSON for
the August Bank Holiday Open Day. As reported elsewhere in this issue, we returned to Hull
under sail with Olaf Engvig as passenger.
Our last outing was on Sunday September 17 th when we sailed to Spurn and back in strong
to fresh west to north-west winds. In all we covered about 650 miles during the season, of
which over 200 miles were under sail alone. The trip from Beverley to Lincoln and back
accounted for 136 miles and the West Riding Tour gave 166 miles. We have needed to go
seven times each way up the River Hull for a total of 140 miles. Most of the short trips
down the river have not earned money directly but have required a great many man-hours.
The financial side has worked out very well. Through voyages we have earned just over
£360 and the exhibition on the West Riding Tour on one hand, and the filming at York on
the other have each raised slightly larger amounts. This may seem to put the Society in a
rosy position but projected necessary expenditures are great. Next year AMY HOWSON will
also be able to undertake revenue-earning voyages, but all sources of income will continue
to be sorely needed.
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WITH ‘AMY HOWSON’ INTO DARKEST LINCOLNSHIRE
AMY‟s travels started in June, when she left South Ferriby for the first time since restoration
work began, to visit the Lincoln Water Festival. By the time she penned into the Ancholme
again five days later, every member of her crew had decided that the trip had been such a
success that a repeat performance was called for.
We are still short of volunteers to make the mast, boom and gaff, and certainly short of
cash for the sails and rigging, so it seems sensible to make use of the ship for fund-raising
events whenever possible now that she was mobile, even if only under power.
A further run up the Trent seemed to be out of the question as all the rallies were over for
the season, and we had nearly decided that Open Days at South Ferriby would have to do
for the rest of the year, when we heard about a new project on the River Ancholme.
For many years, since the last commercial craft used the river, the upper end of the
Ancholme has suffered the same fate as many other of the country‟s small inland
waterways, a gradual decline into dereliction, silting up of the river bed and neglected locks.
Ian Nixon-Horsley, the landlord of the Anchor Inn at Brandy Wharf 18 miles upstream of
Ferriby Sluice, and a handful of boat owners from the Brandy Wharf Marina, decided in
early 1978 to attempt to reverse the decline of the Navigation and, if possible, to extend
the usable mileage of water into the River Rase, which runs from Market Rasen, through
Middle Rasen to join the Ancholme at Snitterby. To do this, they formed the Rase-Ancholme
Navigation Trust and opened negotiations with the Anglian Water Authority on the problems
of making, first of all, the upper length of Ancholme from Harlem Hill to Bishopbridge
navigable once again.
Ian arranged a Water Gala for the 2nd and 3rd of September as a fund-raising event to help
to publicise the new proposals, and asked if we would take AMY to Brandy Wharf as one of
the attractions.
The Sloop Committee (alias AMY‟s crew) decided very quickly that this would be a good
idea. After all AMY HOWSON has traded up to Brigg for many years and one suggestion
that had come up at Committee meetings before, was the possibility of taking AMY up the
Ancholme under power on charter to canal preservation enthusiasts, industrial
archaeologists, or education authorities. We felt that this would be the ideal opportunity to
see if it could be done.
The first entry in AMY‟s log for September 1st reads “left South Ferriby 12.55” which gives
no clues to the amount of work which had gone into the preparations beforehand … reorganising the galley space in the foc‟s‟le, re-arranging the exhibition in the hold to
emphasise canal life, and last but not least, fitting bad boards in the aft cabin so that the
crew has somewhere to sleep.
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The „permanent crew‟ for the weekend were Rodney Clapson, Les Reid and Barry Brooke,
assisted by a temporary crew for the run upriver comprised of Mary and Peter Robinson.
We also had six passengers, Pam Brooke and five of the South Lincoln Ranger Guides who
had helped to chip and paint AMY‟s hold, and who had been promised a trip as soon as the
ship was mobile.
As box after box disappeared down the foc‟s‟le our thoughts were divided between “good,
the extra weight will mean we should clear all the bridges” and “let‟s hope there really is
still three feet of water up to Harlem Hill, we‟re going to need it”.
As the log says, we got away at 12.55, much to the relief of the yachtsmen at South
Ferriby, who cannot really understand why something which they have come to regard as a
permanent fixture should suddenly start moving, or even worse, turning, (and why can‟t
you turn it into a houseboat like everyone else does?). On the way up to Brigg we
concentrated on taking photographs of the bridges across the Ancholme, which would
hopefully, start a new collection of slides for lectures. By the time we reached Broughton
Bridge Les, whose great love in life is the River Trent, had become resigned to the fact that
there were no nesses, bights or racks on the Ancholme and the Rangers had decided that,
as there was no chance of getting seasick, we could have some lunch.
The first of the weekend‟s hazards came into sight soon after as we approached Brigg,
where we found the road bridge for the M180 was the lowest on the river, and the centre of
the bridge was lower than the sides. Having cleared this bridge we decided to turn into the
Coal Dyke and try the Town Bridge for size. Some members of the Glanford Boat Club had
told us that we would have headroom but no water; others said that we would have water
but no headroom.
It looked as though we would have two chances, so went up at slow speed past the moored
cruisers, past the site of the former Brigg shipyard, gas works and market boat landing,
hoping to be able to photograph the old brewery before it was demolished. This turned out
to be yet another derelict riverside demolition site. At last we lined AMY up for the bridge,
where we found that we would have to remove the fore-roller and crabs (sail rollers) to get
clearance, which caused a sensation in the town centre. Brigg had the nearest thing to a
pedestrian traffic jam on the bridge that it ever had, and it is certain that there was no
marmalade made in Springs factory that afternoon as all the staff took time off to watch us
from the windows. It was with some relief that we could finally motor under the bridge with
half an inch to spare. Maybe one of our members could tell us when the last ship went
under this bridge.
Here we passed the first of the former riverside warehouses, now a shop and house with a
cruiser moored outside the warehouse door.
The remainder of the old river, from the bridge to the point where it re-joins the new river
is covered with water lilies and overhung with willow trees, very picturesque for the owners
of houses in Manley Gardens, but not very appealing to us. After all, if we ran out of water
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here, it had been hard enough getting under the bridge head first, and it would be much
more difficult to go back under stern first. So it was with relief that we heard the sound of
water round the propeller change tone as we found deeper water. We re-joined the new
Ancholme at 3.10 p.m. and carried on with our photography, and noticed how the land at
each side of the river was now at or below river level. The low banks on this stretch of river
gave us a first class view of Lincolnshire from the Wolds to Ermine Street, letting us see the
many Becks which run into the Ancholme, but which appear to be navigable only by canoe.
We realised that we were the biggest craft to come so far up the Ancholme for a long time
when a tractor driver stopped to watch us, and climbed up onto his cab roof until we were
out of sight to get a better view.
The end of Caistor Canal was passed at 4.00 p.m., a sorry sight with the lock gates
removed many years ago when the canal was abandoned.
Arriving at Brandy Wharf at 4.30 p.m., once again we had to remove the fore-rollers to get
under the bridge, a fine cast-iron bridge, only the third main road bridge since leaving
Ferriby, and with a fine brick warehouse alongside the river.
Our first visitor was on board before we were moored, so great was the interest shown in
AMY. Later that evening we were given a guided tour round the warehouse, which is still
fitted with the original chutes for loading corn into ships, and we heard how farm waggons
queued up with corn to deliver it to the warehouse, and how the fly-boat called here for
passengers and goods for Brigg and Ferriby, where it would meet the paddle-steamers for
Hull.
The following day it was decided that we ought to try to get as far up the river as we could,
and we eventually reached Harlem Hill at 10.35 a.m., where we found that we could not get
into the lock because of a low footbridge which has been built over the lock. Having got so
far we decided that we ought to make an effort to reach the head of the navigation, two
miles upstream at Bishopbridge. Little did we realise what an effort it would have to be!
The top set of gates in the lock have been replaced at some time with a steel guillotine
which is calculated to deter any boat owner from penning through as it needs two strong
men to wind a handle for over an hour to get the door up (if they can last out that length of
time). The door can be operated by electricity, in which case it takes four hours (yes – four
hours) to lift. After struggling to lift the door six inches we realised the day wasn‟t going to
be long enough for us.
We decided that Ian‟s new venture deserved all the help it could get in the attempt to get
this part of canal life improved. When we had recovered some of our strength, we filled the
lock and lifted AMY‟s cogboat over the door and set off for Bishopbridge with the aid of a
small outboard motor loaned to us by one of the R-ANT members at Brandy Wharf. By the
time we had got within half a mile of Bishopbridge the weeds in the river had become so
thick that we had to turn and pull the boat back down to the lock, after which we moved
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AMY stern-first to the weir at the point where the River Rase joins the Ancholme, turned her
round and motored down to Brandy Wharf where the crew just had enough strength left to
collapse into the hostelry.
Unfortunately there was no one at Brandy Wharf who could tell us anything about the ships
which used the Ancholme up to Bishopbridge. The only certain thing is that it is many years
since a ship the size of AMY HOWSON went up to Harlem Hill lock. It would certainly be
interesting to find out more about the traffic on the upper Ancholme.
On Sunday Mrs Harrison, our Sales Officer, set up our sales table in the hold, with some of
the R-ANT members staffing a tea bar and the Inland Waterways Association sales table on
the well deck. A very busy and successful day was rounded off by taking passengers down
to Caistor Canal, and back up to the River Rase, before returning to Brandy Wharf and a
further visit to what must be the friendliest riverside pub for miles. (Have you ever been to
a pub where you could order “two pints of Worthington, a pint of headache, and have half
of slops for yourself landlord” without being thrown out?)
Monday came all too soon, work called, food was running out, we had no films left for the
cameras, so we headed in the direction of Ferriby after making arrangements to come to
the Water Gala next year.
AMY‟s crew decided that the weekend had been a great success … plenty of photographs,
we had surely set up or at least broken some record by going under Brigg Town Bridge and
up to Harlem Hill with a Sheffield size ship, and we had made a profit on the trip for Society
funds. We know now that day cruises on the Ancholme are a possibility and we are looking
forward to a busy and profitable year in 1979.
R CLAPSON

CONGRATULATIONS
As the Mayor of the Borough of Beverley I am expected to take an interest in a whole host
of activities going on throughout the Borough in my year of office. I have been particularly
pleased to see something of the activities of the Humber Keel and Sloop Preservation
Society during the year.
Most people are aware of the many dedicated groups of people around the country who
restore and preserve what is left of the „Age of Steam‟. Not so many people are aware that
there are groups of people who are putting an enormous amount of time and effort to help
to restore and preserve examples of the „Age of Sail‟.
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I must confess that it was not until I visited the COMRADE moored in Beverley Beck that I
became fully aware that such activities were being undertaken. On that occasion I handed
over letters to be given in turn to my counterparts in the West Riding on a visit to be made
by the COMRADE. From the replies I have received from my Civic colleagues it is clear that
they share with me in congratulating the Society on what has been achieved with the
COMRADE.
As we progress through the Scientific Age it is important that young people, and adults, can
in a practical way, gain experience of life as it was in the days of sail. The exhibition which I
saw mounted on the COMRADE would be of great interest to many people and it is only one
dimension to what can be done to attract the general public to see such vessels which
graced the River Humber and its associated waterways in yesteryear.
My trip on the COMRADE from the comparative quiet of Beverley Beck down to the hustle
and bustle of the mouth of the River Hull was an enlightening experience. I have never
sailed the river before and although I knew it was there, it was not until I saw its twists and
turns that I was able to appreciate what a busy waterway it must have been in days gone
by. I am sure there are many more interesting trips to be undertaken but the River Hull,
unfortunately, gets so much pollution and rubbish spewed and tipped into it, particularly on
the reaches bordering the City.
I congratulate the Society on not only preserving the ship but on the intention to preserve
the skills and traditions associated with it. I hope that regularly putting the COMRADE on
view to the public and use in connection with educational projects will help to spread the
word about the activities of the Society and in turn bring more people and money so
essential to the continuing progress and prosperity of this very worthwhile project.
Councillor G STROUD

TALKING TECHNICALLY
The time has come to begin to illustrate the constructional details of sloops. By now, most
members will be aware of the basic difference between keel and sloop rigs. Naturally, the
sloop is endowed with as many fascinating details as the keel and I am putting together the
many bits of information collected during the past few years. It is important to remember
the technical processes employed in making the gear for sloops and keels. Often one
encounters an item which appears as if it could only have been constructed using a modern
process such as electronic welding. But, in fact, the main metal-working processes used for
such items were fire welding and riveting by a blacksmith. Armed with this knowledge, the
likely construction of the item in question must be sought in terms of the methods of the
day.
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It was hard to know where to start. As yet I do not have enough reliable information ready
to allow a systematic sequence of articles, so it is more by chance than intention that I am
illustrating one of the methods by which the gaff is attached to the mast (Fig.23). In case
the term „gaff‟ is not fully understood I should explain that the gaff is the spar attached high
up the mast, which carries the top part of the mainsail. It usually slopes up aft.
The main views are „elevation‟ and „plan‟ as I did not consider an isometric plan capable of
doing justice to the two-dimensional curves of the gaff jaws.
In service, the gaff must be brought up tight against the mast by the parrels, the tongue
being in close sliding contact with the mast. But as the gaff swings up from lying level,
allowance must be made for the variation in the horizontal distance between tongue and
parrels. This is achieved by the gaff jaws being slightly curved, as shown in the elevation.
With the gaff level, the jaws would slope by the same amount as they are sloping down in
the illustration.
In construction, all sharp edges and corners were pared away to avoid chafing and fouling
rigging.

SLABLINE’S COVER
The front cover photographs of committee members, Catherine Wilson, Fred Schofield,
Charlie Gray and Colin Screeton were taken on board COMRADE this summer by Dr K Duck
of Hull.
Mr Duck and Mr J Handley of the Hull YPI Camera Club enjoyed their first trip on a Humber
Keel, and between them took 50 black and white photographs and 40 colour slides.
Sometime in the future they hope to present a slide show (with recordings) about our
Society. Their interest is much appreciated. If any of our members has a photograph they
would like to see used on the cover of a future „Slabline‟ or any contributions for the
magazine content, then the Editor would be pleased to receive them.

MARITIME BOOK SALE
We are aiming to raise still further funds for the continued restoration of COMRADE and
AMY HOWSON with a sale of maritime books in Hull sometime in the early New Year. If
members have any such unwanted books they may wish to donate to the Society, would
they please contact Mike Ulyatt at 28 Blackthorn Lane, Willerby, telephone 657200, who will
arrange collection.
SLABLINE
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THIS AND THAT
The former Hull Corporation Fireboat CLARA STARK, built in 1935 at Hull‟s Union Dry Dock
and operated as a Fireboat on the River Hull and the River Humber from 1949, until she
was replaced by the jet-powered FIREJET in 1976, has been converted by Mr Len Burton, a
scrap merchant of Hull, and re-named DANNY BOY.

The latest addition to the Ellerman cargo ship fleet, the roll-on roll-off ferry CICERO went
into service in August. The CICERO (7,500 tons dwt) was built at Middlesborough by Smith‟s
Dock Co Ltd, the first of two sister ships. The CICERO has been chartered to Tor Line to
operate between Immingham and Rotterdam. She has accommodation for 36 passengers
and extensive space on her cargo decks for trailers and lorries.

An order for a £2.5m refrigerated cargo vessel has been placed with Cochrane Shipbuilders
of Selby by Boston Deep Sea Fisheries of Hull. The vessel will be used in connection with
the mackerel fishery off the south west coast of Britain.

The 48 year-old lock gates at Hull‟s Humber Dock can be replaced. The Secretary of State
for the Environment has approved Hull City Council‟s application for listed buildings consent
to remove the gates and planning permission to install new gates. It is hoped that the
Council can now see their way clear to developing Humber Dock and Railway Dock as a
Marina.

Veteran steam launch JOHN PLAYER‟S HERO has been loaned to the Exeter Maritime
Museum by the Tobacco company and has been lying on the Exeter Ship Canal.

The IWA (South Yorkshire Branch) offers a diamond-shaped plaque for boaters navigating
to Sheffield Basin. The plaque is inscribed with the name of the boat and the date of the
visit, and costs £1.00. Application forms can be obtained from boatyards at the basin or
from Mr T S Ellis, Lane Head, Salt Hill Firebeck, Worksop.
The IWA (Lincolnshire and South Humberside Branch) is offering an aluminium plaque
depicting the unusual five-sailed Maud Foster Windmill to any boat passing through
Cowbridge Lock onto the Witham Navigable Drains. The plaque (£1.00) is available from
Mrs C M Ambrose, 308 Burton Road, Lincoln.
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St Katherine‟s Dock, London is becoming more and more crowded, 18 Thames Sailing
Barges have their base there, and three more vessels arriving during the summer were the
Maritime Trusts‟ restored topsail schooner KATHLEEN AND MAY, the Trusts‟ spritsail barge
CAMBRIA and the steam drifter LYDIA EVA.

Hull City Museums‟ new Senior Keeper is Mr M F Stanley, formerly Assistant Keeper of
Natural History with special responsibility for geology, with Derby City Council Museums and
Art Gallery.

Following the opening of firstly the Whaling Galleries and then the Fisheries Galleries and
Court Room, the next stage of the Hull Town Docks Museum project will be the opening of
the Port of Hull and Merchant Shipping Galleries. The fourth and final stage, scheduled for
1979/80, will be the completion of the displays on Shipbuilding, Marine Engineering and
Navigation, the library schoolroom and stores.

A £10 million improvement scheme for the Sheffield and South Yorkshire Navigation was
announced by Environment Secretary Mr Peter Shire on September 8 th. The scheme will be
spread over two years and should further revive barge and lighter trade. The first lock to be
re-constructed will be at Sprotborough near Doncaster.

RASE – ANCHOLME NAVIGATION TRUST
The Trust was formed on June 12th, 1977 with the idea of developing as much cruising
waterway adjoining the River Ancholme as possible, viz: to uprate the River Rase to
Navigation Standards from Market Rasen to Harlem Hill Lock thus giving approx. 31 miles of
cruising waterway in the Ancholme Valley and also to improve facilities on present and
future navigations. There are four trustees:- N Sharpley (solicitor), W D Margrave
(agriculturist), R Clapson (Marine Proprietor) and I N Horlsey (Marine Proprietor).
Initially the stretch of the Ancholme between Harlem Hill Lock and Bishopbridge needs
reopening; the side drains such as Kettleby Beck, Sallowrow, etc. could possibly be
upgraded and the River Rase could/should be developed so boats could cruise to Market
Rasen.
A committee was formed on May 1st 1978 with representation from each cruising/boating
factor using the River Ancholme, i.e.: South Ferriby Marina, Glanford Brigg Boat Club,
Ancholme Rowing Club and Ancholme Bridge Marina. Local M P‟s, authorities, etc. have
been approached for their views and a meeting has taken place between RANT and Anglian
Water Authority representatives from Boston and Brigg regarding the first objective to
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reopen the stretch of water between Harlem Hill Lock and Bishopsbridge. Membership of
the Trust has now reached 53 and finance stands at £608.85 (September 12 th 1978).
Membership per boat costs £1.00 and for this the member received a monthly newsletter
(minutes of last meeting) a RANT sticker and the satisfaction of knowing that a contribution
is being made in providing more waterway. Anyone who travels above the lock is issued
with a „Waterway Pioneer, Harlem Hill Lock to Bishopbridge‟ sticker. It is probably the most
picturesque part of the Ancholme and there are two miles of it! More details can be
obtained from: The Marina, Brandy Wharf, Waddington, Gainsborough, Lincolnshire.

‘YORK’ VIKING RETURNS HOME TO NORWAY
Olaf Engvig, the modern day Norwegian Viking who sailed his 28ft antique Viking boat
HITRA from Oslo, Norway to York, England in support of the York Archaeological Trust‟s
Viking excavations, set out for home again on Tuesday August 29.
Although he sailed down the River Ouse from York to Hull he did not have to suffer again
the hardships of rough weather and mouldy food which he experienced on the 3,000
kilometre outward voyage round the coastline of Northern Europe. This was thanks to the
generosity of EWL, the transport division of Ellerman Lines Limited, who offered to
transport the HITRA and its hardy pilot home to Norway, at their own expense, on the MV
DOMINO, in recognition of his international endeavours and outstanding seamanship.
Olaf, accompanied by his 13 year old daughter, Gunn, slipped into York early Sunday
morning, August 20, after his epic 38 day voyage from Oslo, which took in the ports of
Gothenburg, Copenhagen, Hamburg, Cuxhaven, Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Ostend, Dunkirk,
London, Grimsby and Hull.
Aged 41, Olaf has received the Norwegian equivalent of a British PhD degree at Oslo
University and is writing a research thesis on maritime history with special reference to the
Vikings, their vessels and square-rig sailing techniques. The personal experience of
undertaking the voyage gave him much valuable data, as well as helping to draw attention
to the financial support which is so urgently needed for the York Archaeological Trust‟s
Viking excavations in Coppergate, York.
The HITRA was built in Norway in 1863, as a coastal fishing boat, and subsequent
archaeological discoveries have shown that it is an authentic coastal Viking vessel in all but
minor respects. Commenting on his daunting voyage Olaf stated: “we made the trip
because this was the route taken not only by invaders but also emigrants who fled from
over-population and poverty in their native land a thousand years ago. First sight of the rich
farmland bordering the River Ouse must have seemed a gift from the gods to them”. The
York urban Viking excavations and the evidence of Viking-age manufacture and trade which
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they have uncovered, show the good use to which these warriors and refugees put their
new lands.
The voyage of the HITRA was completed with just one other crew member, his young
daughter Gunn, who flew home to Norway a little late for school but after experiencing a
summer holiday of a lifetime.
On behalf of our Society, Mike Ulyatt decide to contact Mr Engvig to invite him to inspect
COMRADE. He wrote to him c/o his River Ouse moorings, wrote to him at York‟s Royal
Station Hotel, rang BTDB and EWL for information as to his whereabouts, eventually
spotting him through binoculars off Hull Pier on the day he returned to Hull. Through his
brother he sent a message to Olaf on his arrival in King George Dock. Three phone calls
later, arrangements were made to meet on Thursday August 31st and travel on the 12.25
p.m. ferry FARRINGFORD across the Humber to New Holland accompanied by Fred
Schofield and Jim Thompson and then onto South Ferriby Sluice and a guided tour of the
Society Sloop AMY HOWSON. Our Keel COMRADE had been at South Ferriby over the bank
holiday weekend and now she was to be sailed back across the Humber and up the River
Hull to her Beverley berth. Olaf showed great interest in our square-sail rig and was
delighted to be shown over her, expressing admiration for our past and present
preservation efforts. Fred and Jim sailed COMRADE for two hours on the Humber, raising
mainsail and topsail much to Olaf‟s appreciation. He came ashore in Old Harbour where
COMRADE was moored. At the end of his trip, we presented Olaf Engvig with a Society pen,
photographs of COMRADE under sail and a signed copy of Mike Ulyatt‟s book „Flying Sail‟,
wished him bon-voyage and hoped he would have happy memories of his reception in
Yorkshire and Humberside.

BOOK REVIEW
Hull Museums‟ former senior keeper and valued member of our Society, Edward PagetTomlinson, had his magnificent „The Complete Book of Canal and River Navigations‟
published by Waine Research Publications of Albrighton, Wolverhampton in August.
Although expensive at £13.50, its 360 large pages with scores of line drawings,
photographs and maps make it a complete encyclopaedia on Britain‟s canal and river
navigations.
There are also chapters dealing with waterway history, the carrying companies and their
crews, waterway engineering and the craft themselves. There is a beautiful colour drawing
of the Humber Keel LOXLEY and numerous references to various Keels and Sloops. The
book involved 5 years of research and it is likely to become a standard reference work.
M ULYATT
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HULL MARITIME SOCIETY
Winter Programme 1978/79. Ferens Art Gallery 7.30 p.m:
Tuesday 28th November. Maurice Webster, „The Wilson Line‟. Illustrated by slides.
Tuesday 30th January. Dr G A Steigmann, „2,000 miles on the Norwegian Coastal Steamer‟.
Illustrated by slides and tape recordings.
Tuesday 27th February. AGM
Tuesday 27th March. Captain W V Hopper, „Ocean Towage and Salvage, United Towing Ltd‟.
Illustrated by films.
Tuesday 24th April. Captain W Littlewood, Hull Nautical College. „The Town and Port of Hull,
some aspects of its trade and development‟. Illustrated by slides.
Week commencing 21st May. Annual wine and cheese party.
The Hull Maritime Society was founded in 1975 to help the establishment of the New Town
Dock Maritime Museum in Hull, and aims to promote public interest, collect items for the
museum, supply specialist information and help prepare material for display or preservation.
Subscription rates are:- Junior 50p, Member £1.50, Husband and Wife £2.00, Senior
Citizens £1.00 (to include spouse), Corporate Member £5.00.
Enrolment forms are available from the Hon Secretary, Hull Museums, Town Docks
Museum, Queen Victoria Square, Hull. Telephone (0482) 222737.

HUMBER KEEL ECONOMICS – WHY THEY LASTED AS THEY DID
In the economic world it is not so much a case of what actually exists in the form of goods
and services, but why the amount of the goods and services changes, i.e. why development
takes place. Critics of capitalism would say that greed on the part of entrepreneurs induces
them to search for even more profit through the reduction of costs by a more efficient use
of their resources (even if this is the exploitation of the workers) whilst the non-Marxist
would say that the easing of everyone‟s lot is the power behind the search for increased
efficiency. In either event, modern technology is rapidly deployed within an industry at the
expense of the old methods – the demise of the handloom weavers in the nineteenth
century is well known to everyone. The Humber Keel did not, apparently, fit into this
pattern. By the end of the nineteenth century steam power was, with the exception of one
or two long-haul areas, in total control of the marine propulsion sector, and yet, at the time
we see the number of sailing keels apparently increasing – a trend that is opposite to the
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national trend of declining sailing tonnages. Furthermore, the anti-national trend did not
change until after World War I. The question for the economic historian is: why?
In determining the number of units of any goods in production, two forces are evident: how
many are demanded by consumers and how many can be supplied, at prices the customers
can afford, by operators. In the case of Humber Keels, neither is very simple to explain.
Firstly, supply: The Keel owner/captain was a very independent person. He was a very
proud man used to hard work and a very hard way of life (just how hard is evident from
just two instances: the constant strain on the rope of a fully laden Keel was 2½ cwt; the
keelman often hauled his own. Also, the discharge of 100 tons of coal by hand shovel in a
matter of hours rather than days was a common feature), and when competition for his
cargoes came along, he would change his service by offering more for the money, or
cutting his cargo rates or by looking elsewhere rather than change from his special way of
life. In 1916 freight rates had changed slightly overall from 1910, coal had increased by 3d
per ton from Parkhill to Beverley to be 3/3d per ton, however, when the cost of living is
taken into account this is a reduction in freight. In 1910, with the cost of living calculation,
the rate was 2/10½d, whilst in 1915 it was 2/5d.
The changing supply rates were encouraged by the strong social affiliations that keelmen
and their families had to the life. So strong was this that rather than give it up, they allowed
wheat tonnage rates to fall in money terms from 1/10d in 1910 to about 1/- per ton in
1915. Taking the cost of living into account, this means a fall from 1/9½d in 1910 to 9d per
ton in 1915! This dramatic cheapening of the supply encouraged consumers to keep taking
up Keel services in the face of technologically superior, but much more expensive methods.
On the other hand, my research indicates that until the 1920‟s there was no real waterborne competitor – the competition came from the railways.
Secondly, demand: In 1906 the steam tug rates for sugar from Hull to York were 8/- per
ton, or 2.7d per mile, the railway rates were 9/2d per ton or 3.14d per mile, Keel rates, on
the other hand, were incredibly lower: 4/10d per ton or 1.42d per mile. This extreme
differential is one reason why keels were continually in demand, though it is not the only
one, for the rates themselves would not explain totally the maintenance of demand as the
years went on. Loyalty is one factor, but also there is no doubt that keelmen were
exploited. As they were usually small operators they had, individually, no power to change
the market. Collectively they were a powerful force, but keelmen‟s savage independence
prohibited them from combining to exploit the market or stave off other competition as
modern trade unions do, but in so doing laid themselves wide open to exploitation by
consumers. Consumers of transport played on this using the existence of very cheap Keel
services to force down the price of other services – railways and steam tugs. It was only
after the First World War when road haulage began to develop that this „trade-off‟ between
freight rates could no longer sustain the Keels in the face of a vastly superior technology
and service. It was at this time that Keels began the increasingly slippery slide to exclusion.
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So it was, then, that in the early part of this century the strong social ties of keelmen to
their own way of life acted as a major force to maintain the number of Keels in service,
whilst economic gamesmanship on the part of consumers of the keelmen‟s services
maintained the demand, even if, apparently, alternative services were available.
STUART BROADHURST

SAILING SEASON 1979
We shall not be in a position to give firm dates for COMRADE‟s sailing programme next
summer until the spring. If you would like to receive a list of these dates, when available,
please fill in the enclosed form and send it with a stamped addressed envelope to J
Thompson, 218 Victoria Avenue, Hull, HU5 3DZ. Tel: Hull 441277).
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HUMBER KEEL AND SLOOP PRESERVATION SOCIETY LTD
Price List
Price
(postage included)
Humber Keels -

A collection of historical documents

Christmas Cards -

Billy Boy Sloop design by Colin Screeton
5 cards, with envelopes

Postcards -

Four different views of Keels and Sloops
Set of four

£1.30

65p
(each)

13p
30p

Keel sail plan

20p

Pairs of lithographed photographs, A4 size, showing Keel and Sloop

35p

Pairs of posters -

19th century advertisements for the sale of
Keels and Billy Boys

30p

„Flying Sail‟ by M E Ulyatt – a detailed, illustrated account of
Humber sailing craft

£2.20

Society ties, with Keel motif, in green or maroon

£1.75

„Old Ships, Boats and Maritime Museums‟ by P Sullivan

£1.65

„Yorkshire Waterways‟ by Peter L Smith

£1.15

Mounted colour reproductions: Brayford Pool, Lincoln;
Sloop at Stoneferry, Hull; Sloop off the Pier, Hull

95p

Canals are Great – an activity book for young people by Peter L Smith

60p

Beckside Today – by Mary Ingleby

30p

Ethel and Angela Jane – A brief history of Commercial Carrying
On the Calder and Hebble Navigation

60p

Colour prints – high quality reproductions of the picture by Henry Wilson
Carmichael, showing Keels on the Brayford Pool at Lincoln, 1858

£3.90

Available from the Sales Officers, Miss H Darby, 13 Middle Garth Drive, South Cave, Brough,
North Humberside and
Mrs F Harrison, 137 Waterside Road, Barton-on-Humber, South Humberside
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