SLABLINE

ISSUE 014 | NOVEMBER 1980

Page |1

THE HUMBER KEEL and SLOOP PRESERVATION SOCIETY LIMITED

Registered as a Charity
CHAIRMAN:

J Hainsworth, Amen Cottage, Church Lane, Ellerker
Tel: North Cave (043-02) 3147

SECRETARY:

C C Lodge, ‘Glenlea’, Main Road, New Ellerby
Tel: Skirlaugh (040-16) 2457

TREASURER:

P R F Whitfield, 74 The Wolds, Cottingham
Tel: Hull (0482) 843169

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:

Mrs J Lodge, ‘Glenlea’, Main Road, New Ellerby
Tel: Skirlaugh (040-16) 2457

SALES OFFICERS:

Miss H Darby, 13 Middle Garth Drive, South Cave
Tel: North Cave (043-02) 2511
Mrs F Harrison, 137 Waterside Road,
Barton-on-Humber, South Humberside

SAILING MASTER:

F Schofield

ARCHIVIST:

B Roustoby

HON. AUDITOR:

Malcolm M Strachan

PRESS OFFICER and
‘SLABLINE’ EDITOR:

M E Ulyatt, 28 Blackthorn Lane, Willerby, Hull
Tel: Hull (0482) 657200
Purchased December 16th 1974

SOCIETY KEEL ‘COMRADE’

SLOOP SUB-COMMITTEE:
CHAIRMAN:

R Clapson, 16 White Cross Street, Barton-on-Humber
Tel: (0652) 32108

SECRETARY:

L Reid, 27 Dunholme Avenue, Newark
Tel: (0636) 76979

SOCIETY SLOOP ‘AMY HOWSON’

Purchased March 1976

COVER DRAWING:

SLABLINE

Princes Dock (a different view), Hull by Frank Armstrong

ISSUE 014 | NOVEMBER 1980

Page |2

CHAIRMAN’S NOTES
It is hard to believe that the Humber Bridge is actually nearing completion. For so long it
has simply been an object to be admired or grumbled about, depending on your point of
view. There was a time when, even after work had finally commenced, many of us thought
that it would inevitably be abandoned, half finished, to leave the two piers standing, like a
pair of Easter Island statues, glowering at each other from either bank. If at the start we
occasionally ventured to predict its effect on our communications, such speculation soon
gave way to cynical disbelief that it would ever reach the stage where it would have an
effect at all. The bridge in short became a joke, and a rather poor one. When visitors came
one would take them to see it, but with a certain embarrassment and a lot of apologetic
explanations.
Now it actually seems likely that next year people may be driving over it. We may not be
able to afford to do so very frequently, but the possibility will be there and the effect on life
on both sides of the River will be very real. Suddenly, we shall all be less isolated. The
world will have grown appreciably. There will be new people to visit and things to see. Far
from spending less money on petrol we shall probably spend more: there will be more
places to go to.
The opening of the bridge will affect the Society in two ways. Firstly, we have to consider
how we can participate in the opening ceremony itself. With luck the Bridge may be
carrying traffic in the spring, but the official opening can be expected to take place in the
summer. By then, AMY HOWSON will be under sail, and ready to join COMRADE on the
river. Historically, there presence seems essential. Clearly firm plans must await the
announcement of a date and time for the opening: tidal conditions, the availability of crew
and the unknown factor of the South Orbital Road Bridge over the River Hull all have to be
considered, apart from the perennial problems of wind and weather. But we need the ships
as a reminder that the Humber was a highway before ever a highway crossed it.
Secondly, there is the future effect of the Bridge on our own operations. Those of us with
experience of small boats will remember the unpleasant sensation which can arise whilst
stepping from one boat to another; when straddled between the two one finds they have a
tendency to drift suddenly apart, with disconcerting results. When involved with a Society
whose efforts are centred around two ships and inspired by two largely distinct groups of
members, one has sometimes been aware of a similar feeling. The coming of the Bridge
offers the opportunity for much greater mutual involvement and co-operation, and perhaps
for a fairer and more rational organisational structure. Ironically the River, whilst it has
been the common focus of all our aspirations, has been as much a barrier to us as to the
landlubbers; like them, we have been waiting for the road.

SUMMER ACTIVITIES
Elsewhere in this issue, Fred Schofield tells the story of COMRADE’s visit to Bridlington. Both
as regards the financial return and the degree of interest involved, this was easily the most
successful visit the ship has made. We are extremely grateful to the Pier and Harbour
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Commissioners, whose help and co-operation made the operation possible, and to North
Wolds Borough Council who assisted us most generously. AMY HOWSON’s stay in York also
aroused considerable interest, and here again the City Council provided valuable support.
AMY was engaged in a strenuous programme of fund-raising activities throughout the
summer, with impressive results.
In 1981, the Inland Waterways Association’s annual National Rally of Boats is to be held on
the Aire and Calder Navigation at Leeds. The organising committee has invited both our
ships to take part, and has promised us a prominent place in the programme and on the
site. The Rally itself will take place over the weekend of the 15 th and 16th August, though we
hope to have the ships there during the preceding week when an Arts Exhibition and
Festival will be staged.
This summer a number of members helped for the first time with manning the ships when
on view, and seemed to enjoy the experience. Nevertheless, there were times when we
were severely undermanned. We should appreciate offers of help at Leeds: the Rally is
quite a spectacle, and well worth a visit. In the meantime we must be thinking of a new
exhibition to mount on board; as some of our regular visitors have pointed out, it is time for a
change.

COMRADE IN BRIDLINGTON
COMRADE has now completed four very successful sailing seasons, though she still
requires leeboards, before we can claim that she is fully restored.
This year the main fund-raising event was the visit to Bridlington, where COMRADE was
open to the public from August 1 st to August 10th. Our visit was in every way a great
success. To fit in with the time that the crew had available arrangements had been made to
sail on the evening ebb of Friday, July 25 th. When the day came the wind was blowing fresh
to strong from the south-east – not a good wind at all for our voyage.
The crew arrived on board straight from work and we got away by 7.10 p.m. It was then
about two hours ebb, and we decided to seek what little shelter there might be on the
Lincolnshire side, under power. After passing the oil jetty at Immingham we took the
channel between Burcom Sand and Pyewipe, and brought up to our anchor about 9.30
p.m., 400 yards north-west of Grimsby Royal Dock basin. All hand then got down for what
sleep they could get until the next high water.
Saturday, July 26th I went on deck at 4 a.m. to look at the weather and found the south-east
wind was now only a light air with sea mist. We weighed anchor and were underway by 5.30
a.m. At the request of the pilots we hove to for a few minutes near the East Chequer light
float, until a large tanker passed outward from the Humber. Spurn Light vessel was seen
through the mist at 8 a.m. and we then set our course towards Bridlington. We tried to set
the sails but had to lower them because there was not enough wind to keep them quiet.
North of Withernsea we tried again with more success, but not enough wind to sail without
the engine. Visibility was at times down to half a mile and was to stay like that until near
Barmston in the late afternoon, when we made a board off on the starboard tack to get a
better position for entering Bridlington. The harbour was seen through the mist at about 4
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p.m. A yacht race was in progress, so another board was made to the eastward to give
them a clear passage to the next mark. This placed us slightly north of the harbour, so we
then bore away for the entrance and with the sails giving good steerage way we put the
engine in neutral. The timing could not have been better. It was now high water and both
piers were crowded with people. Two or three hundred yards from the entrance I ordered
tacks and sheets to be slackened off and the mainsail to be trussed up with the slabline. So
with full topsail and half the mainsail set we sailed into Bridlington Harbour, the first Keel to
do so for many years.
Our berth was near the Harbour History Museum and we went straight on to it. While we
were mooring Mr Sykes, the Clerk to the Harbour Commissioners, came along to welcome
us to Bridlington. We invited Mr Sykes and any of the harbour staff to join us on the
following day on board COMRADE for a sail in the bay. After breakfast on Sunday morning
we made ready for sailing and at 10 a.m. were joined by Mr Sykes and John King, excoxswain of the Bridlington lifeboat. The wind was again S E. After we cleared the harbour
and had both sails set and drawing, I invited John King to take the tiller. He was delighted to
do so. We sailed to the North Smethwick buoy and there demonstrated to John the method
of handling the sails by staying and wearing a few times. Then as the wind picked up we
sailed back to Bridlington where there was such a large number of craft leaving the harbour,
and rowing boats at anchor fishing that we had to lower the sails and go in under power.
On Tuesday July 29th we went out again to sail for the Yorkshire TV cameras. The visibility
was down to a few hundred yards and it was raining, but they managed to get a good
picture, which was shown on Wednesday night.
On Wednesday July 30th and Thursday July 31st, it was all go to get the ship ready and safe
for the public to be allowed on board. While the berth was one of the best in Bridlington for
the public to have access to the vessel, it had the disadvantage of being exposed to onshore winds. Arrangements had to be made to hold the vessel off the quay to prevent
damage. We had three bad days while laid on the berth with the wind on-shore when she
rolled more in harbour than she did while on passage from the Humber. We had arranged to
open from Saturday August 2nd to Sunday August 10th, but there were so many people
waiting to visit that we opened on Thursday evening and Friday too, and they were still
coming on board right up to 8 p.m. on the last day that we were to open.
On Sunday August 10th we again had strong winds, and the shipping weather forecast did
not give much hope for anything better for the next day when we were due to return to Hull.
In the late afternoon the crew arrived ready to make the return voyage when the weather
would permit. At 8 p.m. we closed the gangway to visitors and started to prepare
COMRADE for sea on the next tide without any real hope of being able to sail.
The 00.33 shipping forecast for sea area Humber was again for fresh to strong southerly
winds later veering westerly. A decision was made to have a look at the weather about 3.30
a.m. just before COMRADE would be afloat. If the wind should veer to the west it would be
a fair weather sail to the Humber.
At 3.30 a.m. there was only light air from the south, so we made ready to leave under power
as soon as we floated and we cleared the harbour by 4.30 a.m., the sea was calm and the
morning clear and bright. The mainsail was made ready with one reef hauled out just in
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case the wind should freshen as forecast, which it did as the daylight came. We set the
mainsail and made a few boards to the south but after a time with the north going ebb we
thought we might make better progress with the sail lowered. The wind was now fresh
southerly but COMRADE made good progress with the sail down. It was high water by the
time we got to the Humber, but we were then able to set the mainsail and after crossing to
the south side of the Bull channel hold our course for Grimsby where we again brought up
inside the Burcom for the night.
Before morning the wind did veer to the west and by daylight had increased to force 6.
Whilst having an early mug of tea, we all decided that we would finish the trip under power.
So at 5.45 a.m. we weighed and went on our way under the lee of Lincolnshire until we got
to Skitter Ness where we had to take the full force of the wind and sea. By 8.00 a.m. we
were moored in Hull Harbour with the satisfaction of having completed the round trip in the
time planned.
For those who so anxiously enquired how COMRADE behaved at sea I would like them to
know that the worst part of the voyage was within one mile of Hull Pier on our return.
FRED SCHOFIELD

NOTES FROM AMY HOWSON’S LOG 1980
1980 has been another busy year for AMY HOWSON and her crew. We have had a full
season of Open Days, with charters and fund-raising visits taking up most of the summer
months.
Lincoln Water Festival
AMY HOWSON was penned out of South Ferriby Lock at 8.00 p.m. on May 31 st to allow us
to get away on the early flood the next morning. Leaving Ferriby at 5.30 a.m. we were at
Torksey by 11.00 a.m. and after taking our time going up the Fossdyke Navigation we
berthed at Lincoln at 3.45 p.m. Once again John Frank of South Ferriby came to Lincoln
with us, giving us a lot of information about the Trent and Fossdyke in the days of
commercial sail.
The attendance at the Water Festival seemed to be less than previous years and our
receipts were down.
Later during the weekend, Les Reid and I paid a visit to Joe Smith, the former owner of the
Lincoln Keel JUNO who, like John Frank, can recall clearly many years of working sailing
craft on the Humber and Trent.
Nottingham Water Spectacular
The Sloop Committee had decided to make full use of the BWB monthly licence by visiting
Newark and Nottingham.
Leaving Lincoln at 3.15 p.m. on Tuesday June 10th, we had penned through Torksey by
6.15 p.m., and after passing several of the large gravel wharves on the Upper Trent we
penned through Cromwell on to the non-tidal river for the last few miles up to Newark where
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Les Reid had arranged an Open Day at Newark Town Wharf to coincide with Newark
Market Day.
The following Saturday we completed the run to Nottingham to attend the Water
Spectacular, which unfortunately was not very well attended, the festival being mainly landbased, with only a minimum of activity on the river.
Back down to Newark on the Sunday night, with a further Open Day the next Market Day,
just below Town Lock, in a pleasant berth next to the Castle.
Sprotborough Open Day
We had intended to hold an Open Day at Sprotborough where work was in progress on
building the new lock for the S&SYN Improvement Scheme. However, we had run into some
difficulty over manning arrangements, so it was decided to call off this visit. We left Newark
at 6.15 p.m. on Friday June 20 th, meeting one of the last oil tankers on the Newark run
coming through Nether Lock. Arriving at Gainsborough at 11.30 p.m. we laid on Furley’s
Wharf until 4.30 a.m. After running our ebb out of the Trent, we met flood at 32A at 9.30
a.m. and with a strong SW breeze we reached the Horsewash at Hull at 11.30 a.m.
We had heard that the Hull Boat Club were holding a Regatta to publicise the new scheme
for the Humber Dock Marina, and we thought that we may be able to raise some money by
‘showing the flag’ ourselves. However, the strong breeze made the berth untenable, and as
there did not seem to be as many prospective customers about as there were at our
Horsewash Open Day last year, we made our way back to Ferriby.
Charter Trips
July 11th

12 passengers from Brandy Wharf on a short trip to see the Humber Bridge,
Hessle Shipyard, across to Barton and back to Ferriby.

July 24th

A repeat of the Humber Bridge trip, this time carrying 11 passengers, visitors
from Feyzin, Barton’s twin town. Calling into Barton Haven, our passengers
went ashore to be replaced by a further 12 passengers, also from Feyzin, for
the run back to Ferriby.

York
Our main fuind-raising event of 1980 was to be a visit to York. Tide times, and the need for
AMY HOWSON’s crew to have to report for work to their various employers now and then,
meant that we had to leave Ferriby on July 26 th, and return on August 23rd, while the actual
fund-raising part of the trip took up 7 days of this time … An indication of the amount of
planning ahead necessary for the fund-raising trips undertaken by the crews of AMY
HOWSON and COMRADE.
Penning out at 3.13 p.m., we rounded up at Selby at 7.00 p.m. to lay on the old tug jetty just
below the railway bridge until morning. Leaving again at 6.30 a.m., we dropped through the
two bridges and had a good run to Naburn, where we penned through the small lock, and
arrived in York at 10.00 a.m. Here we had to find a safe berth to leave the ship until Cyril
and Floss Harrison, our resident crew for the ‘open’ part of the visit, arrived. We are very
grateful to the Yorkshire Evening Press for allowing us to use their wharf, as this made a
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very safe berth for us. The following weekend AMY was moved down to Skeldergate Bridge,
where she proved to be a great attraction to visitors, despite all the other tourist sites in
York.
Before leaving Ferriby for the York visit, we had made a great effort to finish the mast, and
to order the minimum amount of rigging to allow us to step the mast and at least to set the
foresail. This certainly paid dividends at York, all the visitors being impressed by the sight of
our mast and sail, the first sloop for many years to be seen in the Port of York.
On Saturday August 23rd we left York at 8.00 a.m., running the two bridges at Selby by
11.20 a.m. and passing Hook Bridge at 1.20 p.m. While passing Goole the mast was raised,
and the foresail was set for the first time in Swinefleet Rack at 1.45 p.m. We met flood at
Whitgift at 3.00 p.m. and penned into Ferriby at 5.20 p.m. after carrying the foresail as far as
Winteringham Haven.
South Ferriby Open Days
Once again two successful Open Days were held at Ferriby over the Bank Holiday, with the
mast and foresail again proving to be a great attraction.
Brandy Wharf Regatta
AMY left Ferriby at 9.30 a.m. on August 30 th with the mast down for the run up the
Ancholme. Because of bridge clearance, we kept to the New River at Brigg this year. We
had an enthusiastic welcome from our friends at Brandy Wharf once again, and a continual
flow of visitors to the ship. This enjoyable weekend, with its water sports, river-based
treasure hunt and barbeque must be very like the old canal water sports held by keelmen
years ago. We were unable to visit Harlem Hill lock this year due to severe silting just below
the lock.
*****
1980 – Approximate mileage 410 and sailing hours 92.
*****
Despite the long absences from our mooring at Ferriby, AMY HOWSON’s crew have still
been able to make steady progress with restoration work. The most obvious progress has
been with the mast. We intend to have the boom and gaff ready for next season. The timber
for the leeboards has been cut into the necessary tapered planks, and is now ready for
assembly.
Other improvements include the provision of a freshwater tank in the hold which now
supplies the galley in the foc’s’le and also our new ‘passenger galley’. This together with a
new toilet compartment at present being built under the well deck will mean that cooking,
washing and toilet facilities are available to passengers without the need for them to go
forward while we are sailing.
A new propeller has been fitted, with less pitch, allowing the engine to reach maximum
designed RPM, so improving the handling of the ship.
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The Sloop Committee feel that the policy of carrying passengers to aqnd from every venue
wherever possible has been successful in covering the running costs, and even more
successful in making contact with a large number of people who are interested in many
aspects of boating (both commercial and pleasure).
We are looking forward to our first season under sail next year, and also to the proposed
visit to the National Rally of Boats at Leeds in August – new territory for AMY HOWSON and
her crew. A full programme will be available early in the New Year from any member of the
Sloop Committee, or in the next edition of ‘Slabline’.
R CLAPSON

COMRADE IN 1980
The ship has completed another successful season without sailings cancelled due to
weather. One weekend and one day were abandoned due to lack of interest of the
membership at large. However, in compensation for the lost weekend a goodly company
were assembled for a week later for a tranquil day out.
At the end of June we were happy to welcome a weekend charter party from North Western
Museum of Inland Navigation. A very enjoyable time resulted for all concerned and we were
able to show the group the whole length of the Humber. On Saturday we sailed to Spurn
where Mr George Byers, one of the Humber pilots, was able to obtain some of the best
pictures of the ship under sail yet obtained. We then sailed back with the flood and brought
up off Ferriby Sluice for the night. On the following morning, we proceeded under power to
the top side of Goole and sailed back down the Ouse, the first time a keel has been under
sail there since 1942.
In July, we started a very intensive month’s work for the ship. The first weekend involved a
repeat charter from the North West, organised by Dr Bill Slatcher on July 20 th. COMRADE
then stayed in the Old Harbour until her departure for Bridlington on the following Friday.
The nineteen days of that trip are recorded elsewhere in this issue of ‘Slabline’. On the
weekend after the ship sailed on a members’ trip and did not return to Beverley Beck until a
full calendar month elapsed. Regular members of the crew then promptly went on holiday!
For the first week in September we had another weekend charter party, organised by Tony
Woodward who owns and lives aboard the ex-keel DAYBREAK. In the end this was most
successful and enjoyable, although a new difficulty was encountered. Since the end of
commercial traffic through Beverley Lock a mud bar has built up in the river across the
entrance. Consequently, we needed an extra two feet of water over the sill to leave.
Discovering this on the Friday attempt to flood down to Hull meant we left on Saturday
instead!
On the last weekend in September we had our final outings of the season, a day charter for
a group from Leeds and a members’ trip when we were able to welcome Anthony Burton,
well known for his series on industrial archaeology shown on television. In all, COMRADE
travelled 531 miles during 1980 of which 241 were under sail alone. A fair proportion of the
other 290 miles were under sail and power.
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Since the Society acquired the ship she has travelled 2,676 miles and there have been 41
trips under sail including 11 charters. When travel to exhibitions is taken into account there
have been in all, 49 voyages.
JIM THOMPSON

GLIMPSES OF KEADBY
A surprising number of the old shipping photographs at Gainsborough library, which I
described in a previous ‘Slabline’, were taken at Keadby, where the Stainforth and Keadby
Canal joins the River Trent. The canal and its lock, and the river wharf, are still in use today;
but it is a very different scene which the old photos show. I have found these glimpses of a
busy past at Keadby quite fascinating.
A few of the photos show vessels actually on the canal, and particularly appealing are the
ones depicting keels under sail. Locomotives and wagons on the railway sidings alongside
the canal add further interest, and I have been told by a correspondent that the Great
Central Railway once had an engine shed at this place. One photo shows a keel going
through a swing bridge, which must be the predecessor of the one which today carries the
Keadby to Goole road over the canal just above the lock. If I remember correctly, the railway
sidings by the canal were still in place, though disused, when I first went to Keadby ten
years ago, but they were removed some time in the early 1970’s.
Most of the Keadby photos were taken on the River Trent, near the canal entrance, rather
than on the canal itself. Some show barges waiting to enter the lock from the river, others
show motor barges at the river wharf.
A few photos show Thames barges on the Trent at Keadby; the masts and sails of this type
of vessel are distinctive and attractive. One picture shows a group of Thames barges with
the present Keadby bridge across the Trent visible in the distance; this bridge is an
unmistakable feature in the background of many of the Keadby photos, whereas it is
noticeable that Gunness Wharf, nowadays a scene of activity where I have myself taken
numerous photos of ships, does not appear in any of the old pictures. Two other photos
provide a juxtaposition of Thames barges with vessels of a different type; in one, the steam
tug RIVERMAN tows several Thames barges, in the other the viewer’s interest is divided
between a Thames barge with some of its sails up, a sloop under sail, and the steam
coaster CHARLUS from Montrose.
The tugs with the names ending in ‘-man’, which used to tow barges up-river from Hull,
appear in several of the Keadby photos, their tall funnels (disproportionately large for the
size of the vessel) usually erupted clouds of black smoke! One shows RIVERMAN pouring
out smoke as a keel passes by under sail, while in another several tugs contribute to the
atmospheric pollution.
Steam-powered vessels of another type appear in several photos. One shows three
coasters as well as what are probably steam tanker-barges, with Keadby village visible in
the background. Early diesel-driven coasters can also be seen in some pictures. Some of
the coasters shown at Keadby have names which are borne by their present-day
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equivalents on the Humber, Trent and Ouse: ASSIDUITY, ACTUALITY, ACTIVITY,
ACUITY, BRENDONIA (registered at Goole) and CRESCENCE from Rochester. Others
show coasters with names and ports of registration which are alike unfamiliar to a presentday ship-watcher: MULTISTONE from Newcastle, CHARLUS from Montrose and, making
smoke, NORTHGATE from Stockton.
The Keadby bridge is normally shown closed when it appears in the background of these
photos, but one photo taken some way upstream from the wharf and canal lock shows the
massive bridge open for a small vessel to pass through, with the huge lifting arm pointing at
the sky.
Keadby village and its tower windmill (since vanished) are shown in a few photos, while one
view has a distinctly modern appearance, with cabin cruisers on the canal and the power
station beside it; none of these photos are dated, so I cannot say exactly when each was
taken, or when the various features shown appeared for the first or last time.
As well as the shipping photographs from the Carter and Brocklehurst collections, there is a
miscellaneous file of photographs at Gainsborough Library; this is largely devoted to the
town of Gainsborough itself, but there are a number of photos showing scenes in the area
round about. Four of these are of Keadby; again, none are dated. One shows an
unidentified ship going through the open lifting bridge, another shows a keel under sail
likewise passing under the raised arm, while the other two must be even older, as they
show the railway swing bridge which the present (formerly lifting) Keadby bridge replaced.
One photo depicts the bridge itself, with a signal box in the middle and another at one end
of the structure, while in the last photo a goods train is seen crossing the swing bridge,
headed by two unidentifiable but very ancient-looking engines; I would hazard a guess that
they are 0-6-0 goods engines of the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway (the
original name of the Great Central).
Over the last month or two I have added a number of my own photographs to this
miscellaneous file at the library, and among them are a few shipping scenes taken at
Keadby: the Wharton coasters ECCTONIA and GLADONIA, a Greek ship at the Wharf, a
modern Dutch freighter, and a barge heading down the Trent, photographed from the river
bank near Burringham against a reflected winter sunset. To complement the old railway
photos, I have added a few of my own which show present-day diesel trains crossing the
bridge.
PAUL SLATER

FLOATING PUB
In July the Hull-based North Country Breweries bought the 100ft long barge RIL ELSIE, built
at Henry Scarr’s yard in 1923.
During her working life the RIL ELSIE carried loads of up to 200 tons of grain from King
George Dock silo to Spillers Mill on the River Hull.
One of the fleet of 20 barges owned by Spillers, their operating area was usually HullGainsborough.
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About 16 of the barges were unpowered and became ‘dumb’ barges. With the closure of the
silo in 1978, the barges were no longer needed by Spillers and were put up for sale.
North Country Breweries intend converting the RIL ELSIE into a floating pub with a berth
near Newark Bridge.

GUEST APPEARANCE
Our member, Paul Slater of Gainsborough, was the guest of Alan Cuthbertson’s ‘After
Three’ programme on BBC Radio Humberside on July 24 th, recalling stories of local railways
and shipping.

HULL MARITIME SOCIETY
The 1980/81 programme includes:
Tuesday, November 25th

7.30 p.m.

Pilotage on the Humber – C Wilkin

Tuesday, January 6th

7.30 p.m.

North Sea Oil – D Howard Price

Tuesday, January 27th

7.30 p.m.

The Role of the Royal Navy Today
Commander Woodward RN and a Naval Team

Tuesday, February 24th

7.15 p.m.

AGM followed by:
Airships of Humberside – T W Jamison

Tuesday, March 31st

7.30 p.m.

John Ward, Marine Artist – A G Credland

Tuesday, April 28th

7.30 p.m.

Shackleton’s 1914 Expedition – B Foster

Tuesday, May 19th

7.30 p.m.

Leisure Use of the Inland Waterways
– G Parkes followed by a
Wine & Cheese Party in the Court Room,
Town Docks Museum

All lectures take place in the Ferens Art Gallery.
Membership £2.00. Husband and Wife £2.50. Senior Citizens £1.50 (to include Spouse).
Corporate Member £5.50.
Full details from the Hon. Secretary, The Hull Maritime Society, The Town Docks Museum,
Queen Victoria Square, Hull HU1 3RA. Telephone (0482) 222737.
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WORLD SHIP TRUST
The World Ship Trust has been formed to locate ships worthy of preservation and to help
finance projects. The Trust will co-operate with Societies such as ours to give help and
advice on preservation.
A register of ships id being built up and an archive of expertise on ship restoration
techniques will be available.
Yearly membership details are: Junior Seaman £1.00 (includes a badge); Associate
Member £3.00 (entitles member to yearly report of the World Ship Trust); Member £10.00
(includes 4 issues a year of World Ship Trust ‘Sea History’).
For Corporate and Group Membership, contact our Members Barry and Esther Beadle at 39
Newland Avenue, Hull.

NEW BOOK
The Humber (Lockington Publishing Co Ltd., North Ferriby £1.50) by Anthony V Watts is
divided into three sections – Geography, History and Local Craft. Well illustrated, all
proceeds from the sale of the book go to the Mission to Seamen Flying Angel Club on
Hedon Road, Hull. See price list at back of ‘Slabline’.

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION
The winning photograph will appear as the front cover of the June 1981 ‘Slabline’.

WEEKEND TRIP TO HOLLAND
As well as trips on COMRADE and the LINCOLN CASTLE described in my previous
articles, I have over the last ten years had one other ride on the Humber. This was at the
start and finish of a weekend excursion to Amsterdam with Tor Line, on the now
discontinued service from Immingham to Gothenburg. It took place in June 1972, and is the
only occasion on which I have ever gone inside Immingham Docks – when applying once
for a permit to view and photograph ship at Immingham, I was told courteously but firmly
that visitors were not allowed!
The trip started on a Friday evening, in fine warm weather which made the short drive to
Immingham from Gainsborough very pleasant, and also made me wish that some of my
other excursions by sea started at Immingham instead of at such distant ports as Newcastle
or Leith!
The ship I travelled on was the TOR HOLLANDIA, registered at Gothenburg; at a nearby
quay was another large vessel of the same line, but rather different in appearance, the TOR
GOTHIA. Departure was over an hour late, and the sun had gone down by the time we
moved through the huge lock and into the Humber.
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I stayed up on the top deck, admiring the panorama of the Humber in the dusk; there I was
out of reach of the ship’s loudspeakers, and missed the call for dinner! By way of
compensation I had a splendid view of the twilight on the calm estuary, with the TOR
HOLLANDIA’s wake spreading out across the water as the vessel gathered speed
downstream.
A large ship outward bound from Hull passed down the estuary just ahead of us, and the
TOR HOLLANDIA overtook this vessel soon after leaving Immingham – it was a tallfunnelled cargo-liner of rather old-fashioned appearance, and it made a graceful and rather
archaic silhouette in the dusk as the TOR HOLLANDIA drew alongside on a parallel course,
the wakes of the two vessels meeting and crossing.
The TOR HOLLANDIA slowed to drop off the pilot near Spurn Head, and the cargo-liner
began to catch us up again, then we were gathering speed once more and heading out to
sea. I watched the receding lights of Grimsby and Cleethorpes for a time, then went below.
At breakfast-time next morning, the TOR HOLLANDIA was just entering the North Sea
Canal at Ijmuiden, and my first view of Holland was from the top deck as the ship moved
slowly up the broad canal to Amsterdam; it was a fine sunny morning, and it was very
pleasant to watch the passing shipping on the waterway – I remember a German coaster
named ZAANSTROOM overtaking us midway between Ijmuiden and Amsterdam – as well
as admiring the flat countryside which slipped slowly by beyond the canal banks.
Our day in Holland included a coach tour of Amsterdam, a trip on the city’s canals, a visit to
the tourist village of Volendam on the Isselmeer (Zuider Zee), and dinner together in a
restaurant, and then it was time for the coaches to take us back to the quay on a branch of
the North Sea Canal where the ship was waiting. This was the TOR HOLLANDIA’s sistership TOR ANGLIA en route from Gothenburg to Immingham. Soon we were on board and
the ship was on the move; I was very sleepy, and retired to couchette long before we got to
Ijmuiden.
I felt the movement of the ship as soon as I awoke next morning, and knew from previous
sea-trips that when I went up on deck I would see a vista very different from the calm
sunshine of the previous two days. I went up for breakfast, and it was as I expected; the sky
was overcast and stormy, rain mingled with spray lashed against the windward side of the
ship’s superstructure, and the sea was a forbidding mass of waves stretching to the horizon.
My companion at breakfast expressed concern at the amount of smorgasbord-type food I
was putting away, but fortunately I have never suffered from sea-sickness, and always like
to eat well when on board ship!
After breakfast I went up on deck again. There was no sign of land anywhere, but from our
scheduled time of arrival at Immingham I guessed that we must already be most of the way
across the North Sea. I reflected ruefully that the bad weather, driven by a strong westerly
wind, was coming from England. I found it impossible to stay on the port side of the ship,
where the gale combined with the vessel’s forward movement was extremely strong, but
discovered a relatively sheltered spot between the two roaring exhaust vents from the
engines, on the top deck a little way astern of the funnel. Few other passengers were about,
and those that were, hunched over paper bags or leaning disconsolately against a rail,
looked most unhappy. After a time I went down to the saloon deck with a book.
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From where I sat I had a view through the windows on the starboard side of the ship. I
reckoned that the first sight of England I would see on this side would be Spurn Head, and
sure enough I had only read a few chapters of my book before I glanced up and saw the
familiar low-lying point with its lighthouse. I went up on deck again and stayed there for the
rest of the journey up the Humber to Immingham.
Ahead of the ship was the cluster of large vessels normally to be seen off Spurn Head, with
the nearest one steaming towards us; to the right was the point and lighthouse which I had
already seen, and on the other side of the ship was a sight I had never seen before, the
long, low line of the Lincolnshire coast, grey but distinct in the wind and rain, and with the
Wolds, topped here and there by clumps of trees, visible beyond. It was the first time I had
ever approached Lincolnshire from the sea, and I enjoyed the novel viewpoint of my
adopted home county. Other passengers came up on deck now that land was in sight, and I
took a photograph of two young girls standing by the rail, their long hair tossed and torn by
the wind into strange shapes, a pictorial souvenir of the gale.
The ship which was approaching passed close by us, materialising into a huge elongated
oil-tanker as it drew near; then it was behind us, black smoke pouring from its high funnel,
and the next vessel to come towards us from the cluster off Spurn was the pilot boat. We
picked up the pilot, then moved up the last few miles of the Humber, passing close to the
low-lying and lonely looking shore on the Yorkshire bank. Away astern the big tanker turned
eastwards beyond Spurn Head, while nearer at hand the small freighters plying to the upriver ports on the Ouse and Trent passed close to us.
At last we passed through the big lock into Immingham dock, where we disembarked. The
wind had eased as we came close to land, but the weather was still grey and rainy; it was a
rather gloomy homecoming after my weekend trip across the North Sea.
Five years later, while photographing ships entering King George Dock at Hull, I recognised
the shape of the cargo-liner the TOR HOLLANDIA had overtaken in the summer twilight just
after leaving Immingham; the vessel I saw at Hull was the BENALBANACH from Leith, and
as its lines were immediately familiar, this may well have been the ship I had seen before. I
have also on a number of occasions watched the North Sea Ferries heading down the
Humber from Hull en-route to Rotterdam and Zeebrugge, and have promised myself a ride
on them one day!
PAUL SLATER

SAILING PROGRAMME FOR COMRADE IN 1981
As in previous years, we will send a copy of the sailing programme for COMRADE in 1981
to anyone who sends a stamped addressed envelope to Jim Thompson, 218 Victoria
Avenue, Hull HU5 3DZ (tel. (0482) 441277). The programme should be ready in early spring
but completion of the South Orbital Road Bridge over the River Hull will create new
complications which will need to be resolved before arrangements can be finalised.
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PROGRAMME FOR AMY HOWSON IN 1981
Next year the Sloop Committee are confident that AMY HOWSON will be rigged out and will
also be preparing a sailing programme. To save you postage, you can also use the
enclosed slip to request a copy to Jim Thompson, 218 Victoria Avenue, Hull HU5 3DZ (tel.
(0482) 441277). A stamped addressed envelope will be appreciated and requests will be
handled by the Sloop Committee.

TENTH ANNIVERSARY DINNER
To celebrate the Tenth Anniversary of the Society the Council proposes to organise a dinner
probably in March/April. If you would like details of price, date and venue (probably in Hull)
please use the enclosed request form and send a stamped addressed envelope to Jim
Thompson, 218 Victoria Avenue, Hull HU5 3DZ.

A STING IN THE TAIL
Although we have been able to keep the level of subscriptions steady for a number of years,
we have had to make an increase for 1981. The Council of the Society approved the
following charges with effect from 1st January 1981.
Individual Membership

£3.00 per year

Joint Membership

£4.00 per year

The rates for junior members and old age pensioners are to remain as before.
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HUMBER KEEL AND SLOOP PRESERVATION SOCIETY LTD
Price List
Price
(postage included)
Humber Keels -

A collection of historical documents

£2.20

Greetings Cards -

with colour photograph of COMRADE sailing
on the Fossdyke. 10 cards with envelopes for

£1.20

Christmas Cards Postcards -

Billy Boy Sloop design by Colin Screeton
5 cards with envelopes
Four different views of Keels and Sloops
Set of four

50p
(each)

13p
30p

Keel sail plan

20p

Pairs of lithographed photographs, A4 size, showing Keel and Sloop

35p

Pairs of posters -

19th century advertisements for the sale of
Keels and Billy Boys

30p

Society ties, with Keel motif, in green or maroon

£3.00

‘Old Ships, Boats and Maritime Museums’ by P Sullivan

£1.65

‘Yorkshire Waterways’ by Peter L Smith

£1.15

Canal are Great – an activity book for young people by Peter L Smith

60p

Ethel and Angela Jane – A brief history of Commercial Carrying
On the Calder and Hebble Navigation

60p

Beckside Today – by Mary Ingleby

30p

Colour prints – high quality reproductions of the picture by Henry Wilson
Carmichael, showing Keels on the Brayford Pool at Lincoln, 1858
Five Hull Tragedies – by M E Ulyatt: Union Steam Packet Explosion 1837;
The Whaler Diana’s Dramatic Voyage 1866-7; The Dogger Bank
Incident 1904; The R38 Airship Disaster 1921; The Train Disaster 1927

£3.90

60p

Humber Shipping – by M E Ulyatt and E W Paget-Tomlinson

£2.50

Viking Voyagers – by Alan Binns
Tankers Knottingley – by Alan Faukner

£4.40
£1.05

Hull and East Coast Fishing – by Gordon Pearson
The Humber – by Anthony V Watts

70p
£1.80

Navigable Rivers of East Yorkshire – by B F Duckham

45p

Discovering Craft of Inland Waterways – by D J Smith

95p

Canal Barges and Narrow Boats – by Peter L Smith

70p

Plus a large range of Ladybird books, COMRADE and AMY HOWSON badges, pens, AMY
HOWSON T-shirts, etc.
*********
Available from the Sales Officers, Miss H Darby, 13 Middle Garth Drive, South Cave,
Brough, North Humberside and
Mrs F Harrison, 137 Waterside Road, Barton-on-Humber, South Humberside
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